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ABSTRACT

This thesis entitled New Social Movement in Managing Coastal Wetland Resources:
A Case Study of Pattani Bay Conservation Network aimed to study: 1. group forming process,
group types, social movement process guidelines, and guidelines for conserving and rehabilitating
coastal wetland resources of the Pattani Bay Conservation Network; 2. ways of strengthening and
adjusting the group to be stronger and survive obstacles in the movement to manage coastal
wetland resources of the Pattani Bay Conservation Network; and 3. the results of the group
formation and movement to manage coastal wetland resources of the Pattani Bay Conservation
Network.

The results found that the group formation process of the Pattani Bay Conservation
Network was developed from the movement and battle of the fishermen community around
Pattani Bay. This was due to the limited availability of the coastal wetland resources which local
residents depend solely on by fishing with trawls and push nets to make a living and the lack of
involvement. The Pattani Bay Conservation Network’s aim is to enforce the resource conservation
efforts and prevent depletion of resources which affects the local environment and villagers’ lives
around Pattani Bay area, to solve problems arising from private capitalists and local stakeholders,
while rehabilitating physical resources.

The Pattani Bay Conservation Network is a social and liberalized movement formation,
which apart from moving to manage the resources within the community while working together
with the government in processing any movement. This was due to the necessity of government’s
cooperation in reaching the defined goals of the Pattani Bay Conservation Network. Moreover,

for movement in some issues, the Pattani Bay Conservation Network does not strictly adhere to its



own goals but joined in the movement of other fishermen communities around Pattani Bay to
promote common problems shared by the local residents.

The structure of the network is a horizontal social network without an official leader, but
with a coordinator who drove the group’s movement. For the community members, it is a vertical
structure with a clear line of command. However, two movement guidelines of both groups
includes the social movement, which uses interruption strategy to challenge the political system
by organizing a rally to protest and pushing the government policies and normal political channel
strategy, which is to submit a letter to postpone or suspend the government’s projects, organizing
a rally to present their rights in protecting the resources, and organizing social movements by
offering alternative ways of living to local villagers which does not involve exploiting the
resources. Apart from the social movement, they also used a direct approach in conserving and
rehabilitating resources of Pattani coastal wetland resources by building measurements to prevent
the resources from external threats, and organizing physical rehabilitation activities.

For strength building and survival of the Pattani Bay Conservation Network, there was an
adjustment to the structure to be more suitable and build partners for the group to exchange
knowledge and learn together. It also adjusted its movement approach to be consistent with the
social and political contexts. In addition, it also organized an activity to emphasize the public
ideology and continuity of the activities by organizing natural resources conservation activities in
other places or organizing career-related and community development projects.

The project identified two factors, internal and external, linked to the group’s problems.
Internal factors included: 1. lack of understanding of some villagers regarding the movement and
activities of the Pattani Bay Conservation Network, 2. lack of leadership from the network at the
community level, 3. villagers’ lack of interest towards attainment of the movements and activities,
and 4. family's duty of the network leaders. External problem was identified as the government
structure which affected the activities of the network at the community level.

Finally, the result of the movement towards Pattani Bay coastal wetland resources
management could be divided into two characteristics including: 1. social conservation such as
reflecting the problems to the related institutions and jointly pushing the government policies in
enforcing laws regarding managing resources, stopping government projects from exploiting

resources of Pattani Bay, and creating awareness among the community to love, cherish, and stop



L

illegally taking advantage of Pattani Bay resources which affected the resources; and 2. direct

conservation by designating a section of Pattani Bay as a national protected area.



