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Abstract

Thé_activity of Con A-activated suppreésor'célls of -
leprosy patiénts was evaluated in vitro in order to explore the
possibility qf-suppreésor meéhanism of immune unresponsiveness
in lepfosy; . Peripheral blood lymphocytes from 16 normal |
subjects and 35 leprosy fatients were ﬁretreated in vitro with
concanavalin 4 (Con A) to genefate suppressor activity which
was further assessed by inhibition of cytotoxicity.of PHA—-
stimulated normal ailogeﬁeic lympﬁopytes, The mean suppres;-'
sion of lepromatous, borderline, tuberculoid patients and
hormal subjects were 21,64 + 14.32 % (range, 1.5 to 42.9 %),
25413 + 17.65 % (range, -2.8 to 51.3 %), 22.21 + 5.67 % (range,

134 to 31.6 %) and 23.a?li 12.68. % (range, 3.5 to 41.7 %)
respeétively; The suppressor aétivity ofrlepromatous patienfs
correlated inversely.wiﬁh.fheir bacterial'load (r = -0.669,

P <0.01). Nine lepromatoﬁslpatients with'high bacterial load

(BI‘>35 showed mean suppression of 14,7k + 11,51 % whereas six




‘lepromatous patients‘witﬁ low bacterial load‘(BI<’35 shoﬁéd
mean suppression of 31.é8 £-12.16 %; ~ Borderline patients
didlnot shdw'aﬁy correlatibﬁ,betﬁeen their suppressor‘activity
gnd.bactérial'load. Lepromafous aﬁd'bofdefiine batients

Wﬁﬁ devélqped allergic readtions reveéled é deéreaSe suppressor
aétivity (9;73_i 5.59 % and'8363.t 10.11 % rgspectively)
fwhereas noﬁnreactional‘1epromatous and bordérline patients
'éhowgd_meah suppreééion of 24;62 + 14,38-% énd_Bé.Z_i‘15;45 %

respeétivély.
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