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ABSTRACT“

Leprosy 15 an 1nfect10us dlsease oaused by 1ntrace11ular

bacteria, Mycobacterlum leprae, therefore cell-medlated immune:

'response (CMI) plays a maaor role in the body defense mechanlsm.
'Edr CMI etudy, blastogenlc.reeponse of lymphecyte frome28 leproma-
feﬁs_leefosj and 10'tpbefceloid.leprosy Wefe'studied. Lymphocytes
were sfiﬁulated‘withjnoespecific'mitogen, phytohemagglutinin (PHA) ,
in the presence of autologous and homologous plasma, and the trans-
formatlon was aetermlned by radloactlve 1ncorporat10n of 3H-—
thymmdlne. The results showed that 3H thymldlne 1ncorporatlon of
1epromatous patients were depressed and due to,the presence of in-
-hlbltory factor in the plasma (plasma factor) as well as the defect
of lymphocyte ltself. However, in. tuberculold patlente, BH-thymldlne'
incorporatlon was equal to or sllghtly higher than those of normal
control 1ymphocytes. Flnally, lepromatoue patients who Carrled
hlgher bacterlal joad showed defectlve lymphocytes and also acqulred
1nh1b1tory factor. in plasma whereas lepromatous patlents who carried

rless bacter;el 1oad showed only.defect1ve 1ymphocytes..
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