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Abstract

The aim of this thesis is to collect and analyze Thal
traditional geographical ideas from four classical Buddhist literatures
written in or translated into Thai, that describe the world. They are:

1) Lokappathipakasan, 2> Triphummikatha or Triphumphraruangd, 3

Jakkawanthipani, and 4) TriQhumlokkawinitchgxakatha. The first three

were written during the Sukhothai period and the last one in the '
beginning of the Rattanakosin period.

This study found that the geographical contents in these four
literatures were quite the same, because the writers used sources
of information from Buddhist texts. The contents all concerned,
first, concepts of physical geography: the stories of the world and
the universe, the world's destruction and evolution, natural phenomena.
which such as thunder, lightning, Qind, fog, rain, hot and cool weather;
accounts of the earth's physical features such as Phrasumain and

Sattabaur iphan mountains, the continents, Himmaphan forest, the oceans,




and five big rivers, the Ganges, Yamuna, ArJjirawadi, Sauraphu,
and Mahi; accounts of the triphum (three worlds) composed of thirty
one minor horizontal worlds inhabited by many kinds of beings. Second,
the contents concerned human geographical concepts. Almost all the
literatures described the origin of mankind, human society and
OCCUpatiéns, and accounts of man in four continents. However, the

Jakkawanthipani did not have such an account of mankind. Instead it

described cities in Chomphuthawip and the story of Lanka thawip which
were parts of the earth. This literaturewas written to explain about
the earth in order to end the arguments on. this topic that were so

_ popular among Buddhist learned men during that time. The Lokappathipa-

kasan briefly described various topic with the addition of a history of

the Indian and Ceylonese dynasties and the history of Buddhism in

Ceylon to show links between Buddhism in India, Ceylon, and Thailand.
The Triphummikatha emphasised the concept of the three worlds to

encourage readers to make merit. And the Triphumlokkawinitchayakatha

was the most detailed of all since it was composed at the beginning of

the Rattanakosin period to be a neﬁ source of information to replace old
ones that were probably lost or destroyed during the second fall of

Ayutthaya.

These concepts had come from mythology in Theravada Buddhism
which were descended from Hinduism. They reflected the environmental
perception of North India which was the birthplace of Buddhism. This
perception can be divided into two parts: the first part was

perception from experience of the earth's physical features and




atmosphere. For example, the Himalaya Range was portrayed with
the concept of Phrasumain and Sattabauriphan mountains, lakes were
seen as big swamps that created the five big rivers, the Ganges,
Yamuna, Arjirawadi, Sauraphu, and Mahi, the Indian Peninsula was
described as the Chomphuthawip, and the forest of the Himalayas
were described as the Himmaphan forest. Also observed and described
were natural phenomena, such as rainbow, thurder, lightning, hail, wind,
fog, rain, hot and cool weather. The second part was based on percep-
tion from imagination which probably had come from Buddhism and
Hinduism, for example, the’concept of the three worlds composing by
many minor horizontal worlds, the concept of innumerable disc-shaped
worlds or wuniverses in space, 1imagining the world's evolution from
water, the creation of the sun, the moon, and the stars to fill man's
need for light, the destruction of the world by fire, water and wind
coming from natural forces of drought, firé, floods and storms, the
beginning of mankind through the actions of Brahma, and the story of
man in other areas: Uttaraguruthawip, Bupphawithehathawip and Amara-
khoyanathawip.

Later, the Thais had accepted these concepts. They have cone
to be quite important concepts that have had much influence on Thai
society especially in literature, mural painting, architecture,

| sculpture, and the Thai way of life.
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