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, Abstract

The aim of this study is an analysis of secondary school pupils,

1

in distribution of their residences,

pop&lation characteristics mainly socio-economic,

Journey to and from school,

reasons to sélect the school.
and to ¢om§are between publié and private secondary school service
areas. | |
The samples for thiélstudy_Were'drawn'from 500 pupils equally |
dividéd between public and private schools located in the Chiang Mai
Municipality Area for 1935‘ Acadamic Year. A sﬁstematic random
sampling technidue waé used in choosing the samﬁles and a
quest;onnaire waé employed in collecting the data. Analysis of ihe ,
data was done by using the Nearesﬁ—Neighbour-Analysis and Spearman’'s
~ Rank Correlation Coefficient. |
The resulté of the stﬁdy show that the majority of the pupils
were born and lived in the Chiang Mai Municjpality. Most of the pupils
lived with their parents. The family size was found to be around S



people, of which 1-3 were in schooll The majority of the parents were

civil sérvants, merchants or wérkers. The gross family income per
anmum for most of the families were between 40,000-80,000 baht. For
transportation to school, most pupils chose to take mini-buses on a
cost sharing basis. The distance between most of ﬁhe pupils’
residences and the school was up to S kilometers. The travel time to
séhqol for the majority‘df the pupils was less than 30 minutes. The
important problems, which have been stated by the pupils, was the time
wasted due to the traffic jam, waiting for transﬁort and traffic
pollution. It was found that.botﬁ pupils and parents played an
impoftént rble in the schobl selectioh process. Those who chose'
public schools did so because of two main reasons: the reputatibn of
the school and the low tuition fees. Thoée who chose private schools
did so because of the schooié"reputaﬁion and a higher suécess rate
for the State Run‘University entrance examination. From the pupils’
point of  view the majority said they would pfefer :public school
because of the low tuition fees. However, those who stated tﬁey would
prefer private schooling'gave the quality of education as thelr main
reason. _ | _

The results of tﬁe statistical analysis-show. with only one
exception, that £here is a reverse correlation between the number of
~ pupils in éach area and its distance from s¢h001 and thié is shown +to
be trﬁe for boﬁh public and private sghools. " The comparative study
shows that direction, boundary, and éize of the . secoﬁdary schbol )
service éreﬁs, as well as the pattern of disﬁribution of residences
within it, were the same for both public and private schools. The
variables used in order to show the differences between public and

private schools were population and soclio-economic characteristics.



Differences were found in the socio—economic background of the pupils’
parenté. The parents whose children attend private schools tending to
bé of a higher socio-econonic group than those of pupils attending the
.public schools. The main reason 21Ven by pupils for selecting private
schools was the quality of education provided. This reason was given
more freQuentiy by private school pupils:than by those attending
public schools. ' |
The results of the étudy lead to the suggestion that every
school should be continuously developed to be of an equal and high
_étandard. FUrthermore, the location of new schools and expansion of
existing schools should be taken into consideration in city planning
for the most efficient land use. FUrther research might focus the
expenses and the travel time spent_for going to and coming.from school,
using relevant factors from the distribution of pupils among school.
It might be useful for the further studies to apply the Grav1ty model‘
and Central place theory leading to more understanding of the
hierérchy of school and of their service areas. Resulting in more.

efficient planning of educational services in the future.
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