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Abstract

Abstract

The purposes of this study, "Patterns of Agricultural Land
Use around Small City: A Case Study of Amphoe Muang Sukhothai were
to study the patterns and changes in agricultural land use around
Sukhothai, to study the main factors that had an influence on the
patterns and changes in agricultural land use around Sukhothai and, to
present the land use model for agriculture around small city. This
study focused on informations gathered in 2 different time intervals
of 2518-2526 (Buddhist Era) and in 2526-2836 (B.E). The qerial
photographs and field survey were employed for the study.
Subsequently, the data were descriptively analysed.

It was found that the land use pattern for agricultural purposes
during the first interval of 2518-2526 (B.E.) had a small amount land
for paddy farming, truck farmming and orchard gardening. Moreover,

the changes in paddy farming land had decreased at a low level,

approximately with the mean of 1.04 perrcent while the community



land use had increased approcimately with the mean of 1.76 percent.
The agricultural land use pattern in the latter intervals (i.e.
2596-2536 B.E.) was beginning to have more changes than the former

time intervals (i.e. 2518-2526 B.E.). The land use for agricultural
purpose was decreasing, having changed itself into urbanization to

which had taken the place of agricultural land use. The major changes

were the main roads and it was due to the two main factors that had an

inf luences on agricultural land use changes the 2 influencing {factors
were economic factors and behavioral factors. The economic factors

comprised of the rise in the land price, the growth of the city and

the construction of transportational route while the behavioural

factors consisted of the farmers’ decision making, motivation and the

risk in capital investment. In this interval, crops were grown twice

a year.

The patterns of agricultural land use for Sukhothai resembied
to the model of Von-Thunen. In the primary zone cropping, similar
crops were grown due to the nearness to the market and havingg the
physical faactors as the indicators which were the city’s situation
was on the river banks, and the fertite land.

More ver, the land use pattern was also similar to the
ginclair’s model in the aspects that the changes into cities had
trespassed into and taken the place of agricultural land. The land use
pattern for agriculture aroumd mauhg Sukhothai had a distinguished
characteristics i.e. the agricultural land was a long range paralleil
to the banks of the Yom river and having the physical factors as
indicators.

The results of this study were expected to have some benef it
and values for those interested in agricultural land use and the

organizations concerned in the future.



