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ABSTRACT

One of the main factors of the Thai socio-economic problems
is political development. It does not keep in pace with the rapid
change in economy and society. The electoral system lacks the quality
conducive to solving Thai social problems. A large numbers of
research in political developmeﬁt and election have mainly focused on
the forms and behaviors of the people. A few, however, employ the
dimensions relating to; political culture and political consciousness
in explaining electoral behaviors. This research has, therefore,
concentrated in framing many existing theories to understand the
electoral behaviors.

The concept of Thai political culture has been characterized
by the bargaining processes rooted in the Thai society, such as the
social structure adapted from the traditional patron-client systems to
a new patron-client systems. Personal relation and an exchange of

immediate benefits depending on beaurocratic system and the new




political system which influence both within and without the systems
for the peoplé’s subsistence and/or benefits, are mainly the
short-term solutioﬁs. The process of these adaptations becomes part
of the inherent political consciousness which differs in different
groups of the society.

The political consciocsmness of people determines  electoral
behavior, which is a means of understanding and bargaining in politics
by different patterns according to the different groups of the society
and the structure of politico-economic relations. The group who
receives more benefits from the patron-client system would elect the
patron candidates; Those who receive less grno benefit  through
potron-client system use personal relationship or a  short-tern
exchange, and do not realize the importance of this means. The more
educated, whose occupations are non-agriculture do not depend on
patron-client system, and havethe democratic concept and electoral
behavior as often seen in the Western model.

This study was carried out in 8 villages of 2 Tambols in
Hang Dong District as being rural area and located near Chiangmai
City having the groups as indicated in the theories. It uses
qualitative method with an in-depth interview to community leaders,
opinion leaders, and representatives of different groups in the
villages of the past and of the present. A method of non~participant
observation before, during, and after election was also applied. A
quantitative study was also carried out by interviewing 295 electoral
voters the September 13, 1992 election.

The objectives of this study are :

(1) To study the relation between the voting behavior

and the political conciousness;




(2) To study the reasons driving people to participate in
voting; and
(3) To study the factors governning the decisions of the

pepole in casting their votes.

This study concludes that election is a way for bargaining
to those who réceive the benefit through patron-client system. Voting
is a repayment to the patrons and in compliance with the law. They
would consider the patronizing capabilities of the candidlates, the
acquaintancy, popularity and special abilities, in order of merit.

The group which does not benefit from patron-client system
see an election less beneficial. They do not have specific
objectives. Their expectation is for rewards and for complying with
the law. Their decisions mainly lie on benefit exchange.

The educated and professional group sees the election as a
chance for collective political participation and for the benefit of
the people. The reasons of participating in election are in
compliance with the law and in an expectation of getting good Member
of Paliament (MPs.) The members of this group have specific conditions
in vote casting. They may select the party which has clearer policy,
or the candidates with better education and having special charisma.

This study alsoc finds that such socio-economic variables as
education, occupation and grouping significantly — affectﬁ"ran
political conciousness and the voting behavior of the people; bﬁt age

and sex show no effect statistically.
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