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Abstract

Tourism has a part in causing the changes in the local environ
ment,due to the precision of services to the requirement. of the tourist
and a well as the waste created by tourism activities, which sometimes
create the deterioration of the environment with the tourist area and
reduce the benefit which the local gain from tourism. Therefore it is
suitable to be the topic of the independent study in to create knowlege
and understanding which will lead to the polution and protection of the
problem which lead to the begining of this study,by selection of Muang
Rayong beach which are of the popular tourist area in the eastern region
of Thialand.

This the Independent Study Title " Environmental Changes in
Tourist Areas: A Case Study of Muang Rayong Coastal Area " has three
main objectives: 1) to study impacts of tourism promotion to physical
environment, economics, social and cultural aspects of the coastal area _
of Muang Rayong during 1967-1995, 2)to study the development of tourism
along the coastal area of Muang Rayong, and 3)to stﬁdy factors influenc
ing environmental changes along the coastal area of Muang Rayong. This
study employed an empirical approach and historical approach based on
aerial photograph,interpretation, documentary data, map, questionnaires,
interview guides, observation, and field survey data.The analysis techni

que has been implemented by content and quantitative analysis.
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The result of this study has been revealed thét the environmental
changes of tourist areas in coastal area of Muang Rayong during 1687-1995,
the period when tourist areas have been already developed, has higher rate
of changes than the changes during 1967-1986 period(when tourist aeas have
just been developed).There are 3 factors contributing to the environmental
changes as following: 1) the expansion of tourism activities such as
beach-side accommodations, shops, public utilization, water sport also the
expension of the mumber of tourists communities within and nearby tourist
areas, 2) development of heavy industry in the eastern seaboard which is
Mab Ta Pud Industrial Estate,and 3)environmental problem such as oil spill
age.

The factors as mentioned above have been affects environmental
impacts in various aspects as following:1)physical impact, such as encroach
ment, of seaside public land near Takuan beach , Saeng Chan beach , Pak Nam
Rayong beach, Mae Rum Pueng beach, Kon Ao beach, Ban Phe beach, and Suan Son
beach for development of residence, shops, and resorts, waste water drainage
and treatment which discharged from household and beachside resort around Ban
Phe beach, and Pak Nam Rayong beach, coastal erosion along Saithong beach,
Takuan beach, as well as Suan Son beach, and more garbage on Ban Phe beach,
Mae Rum Phueng beach, and Saeng Chan beach, 2) economic impact such as local
people have higher income, higher cost of living, more investment in tourism-
related business, and high price of land, and 3) social and cultural impacts
such as local people change their career to be tourism related professions,
the changing of local peoples,altitude,and the conflict between local people
with authority of national park. This environment changes in tourist area
caused by human activities or humanthemself more than caused by the nature,
tourism activities are main factors that contribute to several environmental
changes in tourist areas of Muang Rayong coastal area while heavy industries
development in the eastern seaboard, and environmental conditions are minor

factors.





