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ABSTRACT

This thesis is an anthropological study on the differences between people resulting
from social construction of women and men. The study was carried out by analyzing social
development of women and morality among the Lahu community. The philosophy and belief
of the Lahu people were investigated, tracing back to Ngersa,s creation of the first couple as
to how they were created to have different roles, responsibilities and positions. The analysis
was made from the myths which have been told through generations; the proverbs related to
women and men; the traditions, ceremonies and annual festival's activities which vary
between girls and boys. All these factors are very significant in preparing them to be ready to
take the roles and responsibilities of each gender, which were created from relationships

within the Lahu society and help prepare them to confront with the outside society.

Regarding the morality of women and men as defined by the Lahu, the differences
between the two genders are apparent. That is, a good woman is the one who is obedient to
her husband, takes good care of housework, and does not act as if she were more capable

than her husband. The most interesting point is the different perception of what is right and



wrong in women and men. For instance, for a woman who has lost her virginity or a women
who is virgin but has been a victim of gossip, her parents would pot allow her to marry in a
church. On the other hand, the parents are not interested in whether a man is virgin but only

interested in his marital status.

However, the present state of the Lahu society in the area of the case study has
changed dramatically from the past, with several problems arising like never before. An
example is deception of hilltribe women into prostitution, which is being considered as one of
the social problems. Some studies indicated that such occurrence resulted from their
economic problems as hilltribe people are poor. Other studies attributed this occurrence to the
educational problems as the majority of hillribe women lack education. On the other hand,
some studies concluded that such problem originated from the culture which is conducive to
deception or voluntary prostitution. Nevertheless, after examining these factors, it turned out

that they are only some of the causes.

If we analyze the management of relationships between women and men through the
process of social construction, it can be found that the root cause is in the culture which lacks
preparation for women to confront with the outside world or to share work responsibilities to
generate income for the family. The present Lahu society has changed completely from the
old time. That is, many women can no longer just stay home and do housework, and many
men who used to be the main income eamers for the family can no longer take care of their
- family alone because the surroundings on highland have changed in terms of economics,
politics and ecology. Hence, It has become necessary that all members of a family must help
each other to ensure survival. In the present society, many women have to leave ﬁ;eir home
to earn income for their family even before getting married, and some have to live with
people outside their tribe. Meanwhile, the management of relationships between women and

men in the Lahu society does not prepare these women to encounter such livelihood. Thus, it



is no surprise that some of them were easily deceived into prostitution, compared to other

women who had been more prepared.

Apart from the social structure, another interesting point is that the morality of
which the Lahu community applies in deciding what is right or wrong differ between women
and men. Consequently, some women had to leave their community. After being forced to
leave their community where they had lived since their birth and having to become members
of another society where they do mot know of, the next thing that would happen is the
likelihood of failure in life. The most obvious example is that, in the village of the case
study, if 2 woman marries a man from a certain group outside her community, she must leave
the village even though she may not be ready for it. On the other hand, a man can marry

anyone and bring her to live in the village, which is considered a normal thing to do.



