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Abstract

The purpose of this research study can be given as follows: firstly, to compare- the area
serviced by pubiic secondary schools based on school rank and under consideration of the student
admission policy between 1994 and 1996; secondly, to compare the reiationship between school
distance and number of students in each school during the same period; and thirdly, to analyze
factors influencing the students’ choice of school.

Varous research methods were applied for this study. Relevant data was collected from
the target group by means of questionnaire, (structured?/semi-structured?) interview and OB E."-\1 at
the study site. Site maps were prepared, giving the service area and general direction of the
schools and the student distribution within a ten-kilometer radius. The target group was selected by
the stratified random sampling method and 400 students per grade level were studied. To learn
about degision factors for choosing a specific school, information was gathered from target groups
of thirteen different achools, selected by the same sampling method.

Congerning the service area of the mathayom (secondary) grade schools from 1994 and
19986, after using the “t-test™ the study showed no significant statistical deviation between the
studied schools, with_ the poseible exception of one lower-rank school, which showed a slightly

different service area over the study period. Regarding the policy of enlisting hew pupils, no impact

! OBEA: Observer Based Assessment



or influence could be shown in respect to the area serviced by each school. In general, schools
with a higher rank service a larger area and community. Student distribution and relative distance to
school showed a preference for a school closer by and the number of students decreased with
distance.

Through establishing the Kendall Rank Correlation Coefficient, the study was able to
show a significant difference in factors and their relative importance in choosing a school for a
student. For example, some students were more concerned about the reputation of their school
than the distance from their homes, especially those attending a school with a high reputation.
Others were more concerned about distance to school, convenience and family income. The least
important factors influencing the selection of a school were the educational level of the parents,
recommendations by friends, as well as selecting a school as second choice due to an a failed

examination at the onginally chosen school.



