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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to examine patterns and spatial diffusion of innovative
baby corn growing, to analyse carriers and barriers affecting the adoption of baby com growing, and to
compare socio - economic differentation before and after the crop adoption. The data were collected
from a field study including field mapping and interviewing 155 heads of household whom adoptors
and interviewing 20 heads of household whom non-adoptors in Ban Bung Ban and Ban Nong Don in
Khamphaeng Phet Province, and Ban Pet Pichit and Ban I.am Rang in Pichit Province. The analysis of
the pattern and process of diffusion was done by cartographic analysis and descriptive analysis, the
different characteristics on the socio-economics before and afier growing the crop were done by
descriptive analysis while data concerning the carriers and barriers were analyzed using point-score
analysis. |

The result of the study revealed that the diffusion pattern of baby com area was an

expansion type which extended to proximal areas. The diffusion carriers included institutional factors



(agent, market providing,} The barriers included institutional factors (conditions from company and
lack of irrigation system), physical factors (distance from water supply). The adoption carriers included
institutional factors (marketing efficiency and nonrestrictive conditions from companies), physical
factors (efficient water supply), and economical benefits (high income and lower expenses than
growing other crops). Barriers encountered were institutional factors (no irrigation system), econotmic
factors (lack of labor) and physical factors (lack of water supply).

There were some changes in family economics after baby com adoption, i.e., the increase
of family income, family expenses, family debts, and savi.ngs. Moreover, the data also showed that
there were changes in family socialization and communication, 1.e., the decrease of family travelling to
other families, religious participation, and migration to work in 6ther villages, The result of this study
can be used as a database for agricultural development planning in the study area and methodology may

be usefil to other related studies in those areas.



