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Abstract

This thesis is an attempt to understand 'gender relation of production’ of the
particular Sgaw Karen community, Chieng Mai Province in the present tribal socio-cultural
context and commercialized politico-economic system. The study appilies two anthropological
concepts in order to understand the transformation of gender roles which results from the
changing mode of production; namely 1} the cultural adaptation and 2) the gender roles
transformation. The objective of this study is to affirm that we need to approach women study
through the cultural perspective which construct differenty men and women, class
differentiation, social network, and others factors such as the development project and the
modern education system.

Traditionnally, social structure in Sgaw Karen community is matrilineal and matrilocal.
Therefore, the study affirms that gender roles are differently constructed in the light of mutual
respect and equal dignity. Family and kinship system manifests the type of social relationship in
which women are the central agent who manage the society. Furthermors, women still have
the importance role to be the main of albour in rice production of traditional knowledge. These
reaffirms that the community recognized the strongly status of women.

When the Sgaw Karen community develops into the full-stream of commercialization

process and the limitations of many development projects in the community encouter obstacles



to progress, for instance the sexual discriminations or choosing only a particular group of
villagers amoung several while neglecting differences and conflicts in the community. Thi;s
results in more social differences and more complex social stratification. In addition, it also
creates different opportunities for various social group. In these situation, both women and men
have to transform their relation of production in various ways.

Although, social change has brought poor household a greater social space than
before; men have still benefits from this widered social space, they are able to make use of the
opportunities as means of empowering their relationship amoung their intra and extra social
group, while women's power have decreased due to the constructed roles in the family. The
middle class household, has benefited more c;pportunities ariseing from the commercialized
agriculture. Women are able to hold on into their productive roles by integrating the traditional
knowledge of production into the modern male knowledge of agriculture and make use of the
social network such as housewives associaltions as an instrument of capital accumulation and
distribution. All these needed for women in order to face with the compitition in the intensive
production system which sustains their social status equal to that of men on their community.
Finally, in the rich household, women have used the given power to be an instrument to
reinterpret and reconstruct the meaning of differrent machanism and system which exist in the
community. Therfore, women are able to gain a new roles and status in the community which
empower them in relation to men in the community, thus women status is more accepted than

that of men.



