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Abstract

This thesis is an Anthropological study which emphasize on “conflict
management in community forestry” of Karen, whose has ways of life relate to forest,
under the extended state and market influences. The study intends to understand
conditions, which bring about conflicts in community forestry management by analyzing
the potential of local people in conflict management and synthesizing the complex of
power which in the community under the so called “diversified power interaction in
community”.

The study finds out that under the non intensive power of extended state and
market power, the community can manage their forest by using their tradition; under the
efficiency of local control. But when the state exiends its power to control forest
intensively, there is an unstable in community forest management. At the same time,
market power is extended more. This brings about needs of individual right, creates the
pressure in forest resource utilization and occupation, and conflicts between various

groups.



Under the context of intensive extended state and market influences in forest
management, there is an overlapping between state power, market power, local power,
and traditional power. Consequently, every existing power can not be use for control
fully. This creates the so called “power gap" in community forestry management. On the
one hand, it creates open management and conflict of forest resource access. On the
other hand, it opens the opportunity for various groups to participate in determining
rules of community forestry management more.

Villagers in various groups use this situation to paricipate in interpreting the
various rules by interpreting the importance issues, e.g., right, justice, sustainability, and
locat control. Each group interprets for the sake of them. However, even though villagers
conflict each other, they do not break up because of there is power balance between
state power, market power, and local power. And the existing conflicts are not class
conflict because each group composes various classes.

Under the interpretive conflict, it shows potential of community in adapting,
bargaining to state power and market influence by confirming the principle of local
control. Therefore, the local participation leads to find ways for constructing new
principle of community forestry management. But in the so called “power gap”, the
villagers can not construct new rule because local control is deprived its legitimacy. This
needs the state to empower local organizations for constructing more powerful of local

control.



