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Abstract

The objectives of this study, ““ Spatial Mobility and Social Movement of HIV Infected
Persons in San Pa Tong District, Chiang Mai Province > are: 1) To study the life history of HIV
mnfected persons, which includes their socioeconomic status, social networks, spatial mobility and
sexual relations one year before and one year after being tested positive for HEV inféction, and 2) To
study the social movement of the HIV infected group. The study focuses on factors influencing group
forming, their aims, social activities and the effectiveness of their movement.

. Field data were collected among 27 members of the HIV infected group in one of the
subdistricts of San Pa Tong District during February—June 2000. Methods of data collection included
in-depth interviews, life history matrix, participant observations, home visits as well as interviewing
their family and relatives.

The study found that 88.89 percent of the sample moved to work outside their home villages
during the year before their being tested positive for HIV/AIDS. The men (29.63 percent ) were both
married and single persons. Those who were single included a homosexual man and a drug addict. The

woroen (59.26 percent ) were working outside their villages were both single and married. Those who



movéd wentl to work in the area of San Pa Tong District and other nearby districts. Five of them went
to work in other provinces. Most were employed in the construction industry or did other wage work.
All males working outside their villages cither single, married, homosexual or drug addict, had sexual
relations with commercial sex workers. The homosexual male was also found to have sexual relations
with male commercial sex workers as well as with other homosexual men. Also, it was found that the
drug addict male had sexual relations with married women. There was only one single woman who
had sexual relations with men in the area where she worked.

After they tested positive for HIV/AIDS, the overall relationships between the HIV infected
persons and the community was found, in this study. to have gone well since knowledge of HIV/AIDS
and understanding of infected persons is increasing among the people in the community. Besides, HIV
infected persons were members or related to members of their community, thus made it easier for
them to accept people with HIV/AIDS. HIV infected persons depended on government agencies and
NGOs for various help. For example, Health Centres and the San Pa Tong Hospital gave them
treatments. The Public Welfare Department Office gave monthly living allowances. NGOs such as
Kua Darun Foundation, Women Against AIDS Project and Rejoice Urban Development Project
provided scholarships, powdered milk, children clothes, home visits and other support.

Economic need and emotional problems they were facing brought the infected persons
tdgether to form a HIV infected group. They became members of the Group because each of them
needed to meet with someone who shared the same life problems as well as (o receive help from both
the government agencies and the NGOs. The formation of the Group led to their organizing social
movements and activities in order 1o call for society to accept them and to enable them to carry on a
normal life in the community. For example, the Group joined HIV Infected Persons Networks to
negotiate with the Ministry of Public Health on medical policies as well as to call for the government
o review the State Hospitals reform policies. The Group also joined the Loy Kratong Festival by
entering the Chiang Mai and Lamphun Kratong Contest, organizing activities on World AIDS Day in
their subdistrict Other activities included providing information and advice on HIV/AIDS to the
public. Their activitics, well supported by the government agencies, NGOs as well as community

organizations, have helped Group members to gain acceptance from the public.



