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Abstract

The objectives of this study are: 1) to study the patterns and the changes of land use in
Chiang Mai’s inner city; 2) to study locations, extent, compositions, structure and functions of
Chiang Mai’s CBD at present; 3) to study the evolution and the changes of locations, extent,
compositions, structure and functions of Chiang Mai’s CBD and the future trend; and 4) to
present the structural model of Chiang Mai’s CBD. The study area is Chiang Mai’s inner city.
Descriptive medthod and the application of geographic information systems are used in this study.
Survey data are used to analyse the structural patterns and functions of CBD at present. Data from
arial photo interpretation and secondary sources used to study the changes in inner city land use
and CBD.

Results showed that most of the inmer city land is used for residential purpose, followed
by commercial purpose, scatterd on both sides of major transportation routes. Chiang Mai’s CBD
is the large business district, composed of many business and is more intensive than other areas.
CBD is the center of intracity and intercity transportation and seat of peak land value intersection.
For structural patterns, CBD can be divided into two main sectors, traditional sector and modern
sector. Moreover, it can be divided into functional zones by dominant functions such as retail,
wholesale and services. These finctions are. equally important, no function is more distinguished

or important than the others clearly.



The study of the changes of CBD in the last ten years showed that there has been an
extension of business in the modern sector or the hotel and entertainment zone. There has been
the renewal and development of old commercial, undeveloped, and other areas. There have been
the extensions in both horizontal, by increasing commercial areas, and vertical, by high building.
For the compositions of CBD, there are some changes in details that do not change the overall
CBD structure. There is an increasing role of touring retail and service functions. In the future, it
is expected that there will be further extension of business and service in the modern sector.

CBD is an important area for the city economy, therefore it is important to investigate
CRBD for the better understanding. It is expected that the results of this study will be valuable for
Chiang Mai city development planning and the management in CBD, and hoped that this study

will give some backgrounds for further studies.





