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Abstract

This thesis is an ethnographic study on women’s life experiences in a slum community
in Chiang Mai Municipal area, Thailand. There are two main objectives in the study.
One is to deconstruct the concept of “slum”. A slum is not a source of social problems,
but a community in itself. Contrary to the negative and conventional image of a slum as
a place of cheap labor, a slum can be seen as a place for the “acting out” of “everyday
life” of the urban poor. The study attempts to show how people in the slum community
organize their “community” as a contested discourse. The second objective is to
understand how women make themselves visible in the urban setting. In the urban slum
context, people may have the problems of isolation, poverty and eviction. Moreover,
women in a slum community have another problem that is invisibility in a society,
which has valued modernization and development. This study focuses on the struggle
of women who work for the community to cope with eviction problem and who work to
sustain her household economically.

Through activities and everyday practices to cope with the problems they face, women
construct their own “spaces”. Space, which is not fixed or stable but dynamic and
flexible, includes not only practices and human relations but also symbolic meaning.
While the word “slum”-connotes a dirty and deteriorated place from outsiders’
viewpoint, the construction of space by the people there is a process to build up a
counter discourse and new meanings about the slum community. In addition, women
extend their spaces outside of the community in terms of political and economic
activities in order to create new relations and new meanings in their lives.

1 analyze women’s situations and constructed spaces in terms of three issues,
corresponding to the problems in the urban area. The first is social network, second is
economic activities and third is community development activities. Human relations
and symbolic meanings of these issues are respectively presented as “social space”,
“economic space” and “political space”. For women, each space contains conflict
between the ideology of femininity and the real female person. Gender relations within
each space are also examined.

The findings of the study are summarized by two points. One is that each space
contains the conflicts and struggles of women over the symbolic meaning and power.



- The other point is that the women construct their spaces according to their priority of
interests. These points can be regarded as the women’s struggle for “visibility” in a
society. Women in the slum community are not confined in the domestic sphere, but
have the courage to get over the boundary of productive/ reproductive, and public/
private spheres out of their will and their responsibility to their households. Tt shows
women’s autonomous self in Thai society and flexibility of gendered power relations,



Vi

¥orsoaingniinug asaduiuituywefidumsdedfieniwd faw vosdngelu ~adur
FandaFualna

Yofitau Wi lodil ez

fadlmandumiadin amivinisiaedaneiatu

asiznssumsreineiivig  ernsdeatame siaun lsEBMNTTUNIT
Hef. A3, 91123 1T DY AFSHMS
f, AT, o7 TUATUUA NSTUNTS

UNHALD

Snontivudatudilunstouwuusivudasssnvealszaunseiiavesduds  luafuea
mena SemSadu il msfnudiyeuszad 2 dsznindn fe dedeuranifnfivadu “ad iesnn
adnlilduvdevesamdan udifluspan Fansadwiumoarduusudniiinsinn Taod lilfve v
aduhuisamdwssousimgniiudquanudes uazﬁ]uﬂmuﬁat_jﬂmﬂuﬁulut.ﬁawi'nfu s
wownaasidrumminluadulinssudunsiansuglves «quavr Sudunsdedfvnmnrsy
snilszaadBnsemanilaie lﬁaﬁ%’1aﬂ11nn’f1'lm'1r§fﬂt‘g‘aﬂﬂﬂgﬁ'ﬁfu‘luquuxﬁm"lﬁad‘n‘li mszluusum
vespuyuilessniuenidywimsTandus aamnou Ltazﬂﬁgn'lfi%'va"lﬁt’huaan ‘E‘]q"tﬂﬂiﬁfuﬁnm’jﬂu
guruaduisiilarivems bifldmuludmudaonseuaumemsildiveis naznsisnn Arsdinythis
srmanlafunguindalugurifidesiant fuilyminmsmsdieeen waznguitvhanafieanuegsean
IHI¥FNIVBINTBUATD

Andelaaia e ludenssun q nazhi@indsshhuesansfudamfindaeg it
98afiaein wazad uATwataunsBanguulanuas HesauBennsnszin uyyedniug uazaauming
nadydnuel  usasi wrdur ﬂ'ﬂqunawmﬂumuuanfhﬁluﬁﬁnﬂsn Sunsw  amatedidu
aszumnsaoy TdmMamns sy tazmsadennumsngintvesmriadu uani:1nﬁyp3’m’ga'15w1uf{uﬁaan

Wusnguaulugtiunvesinsnmumsdles wazrsvge Wenmsademmuduiufuuuln uaznam
winotmil¥uniinvesinds

Yo oo ¢ o - A d A e o I P
Fjwﬂu’uﬂ‘i’lzﬂ‘n’mﬂﬂ'lim‘llﬂdé’ﬂﬂlud llﬁzﬂTsﬁ%"]qwuﬂlwaﬂﬂﬂ1sﬂﬂﬂf!“‘]wlﬂﬂ‘"uiu‘lzu‘h'uluﬂq 3

- ] ]

Fhuni Ao wievwnadany Runssumussyghe uaz Aenssuntaianagury wypduiul uaza

¥ W o T o ' ¥ 4 & { 4 - ¥ o
- winemadadnucivesdnuaizeis q Aman ssuemedao Ruivudny Auimarsegie uasiufinims



-4 :{ ar 1] ol = = =t = :ly o ar
des udarAuitarudaubszninimismfauuuaston nazaaufudndgs wenvniinnuduiug

- . L d ] ar ql'
nil selundasfiuiies 15 unsasederlunsfinyiildae

y o O A SR g P Y 1
msfnenilmnfssdudidy 2 dssns fe dsesnsusniufiuduaziviidinnudaudanznisded
v ¥ s ¥
saufmdriunsainnumnenedydnytiuasiudme dssnfivesdudadeiuivemumunau
:; J ar :: 1 g ] 1 A o ar - o L] 4
avlefundordidy Aundriltetddullunsdedine “nisiida Tudean uajeluspauadulilieg

»
wahSuamavead iy wdwinme B uwanauvesnsnaarTomsndad  uazAuduRUTISY

- . o A L] =y ar = o oF o -
arsaeniaddmg  Julunsuaailiiiuiduiudiny Ingdidaszuaznudniuims nnuds

nijanshsanguiasdasuudog



