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Abstract

The purposes of this study is to investigate the following two issues: Firstly, the
history of international migration in the village, and secondly, socio-economic
changes caused by international migration. This study was conducted at Thapladuk
village in Lamphun Province, where many villagers are working or have worked
abroad. In Thapladuk village, at least twenty percent of households include
international migrant workers. Migrant workers are mainly males including both
singie and married men, and several female villagers are also working abroad.

In this study, qualitative research methods; participant observation, non-structured
interviews, and structured interviews for key informants, were adopted for collecting
data. Documentary research and questionnaires were conducted in order to collect
assistant data. The results of this study are summarized as follows:

In the modern periods, socio-economic changes in the village were caused by
external factors in the modern society, which emphasize on consumerism together
with market economy. As a result of the need for cash and disappointment with
agriculture product, international labor migration emerged in the village with the trend
of increasing due to the situation of unemployment. Similar to the trend of
international Thai labor migration, the villagers changed their destinations from
Middle Eastern countries to East and Southeast Asian countries. Today, the most



popular destination for the villagers is Japan because of the estimated higher incomes
there. International labor migration is an alternative for villagers who have a
relatively little education but could find the way to pay a high commission to brokers
who put them in the job.

With respect to socio-economic changes, the following results were observed:

1) The first thing must returnees did was use their remittances for constructing a
new house. Some returnees started to invest in new business but their chances of
success depended upon their own ability. Some used their remittances for paying
brokerage in order to work abroad again.

2) Households, which included migrant workers in the early stage, had more
property than before. This promoted that other villagers go and work abroad, too.

3) It is believed that there was a greater economic gap among the villagers
caused by the increased income of the migrant works.

4) Some households in Thapladuk village experienced deterioration of their
families as a result of working abroad.

5) Some returnees felt the difficuity of re-integration in the village life.
Especially, females who had worked in Japan had serious difficulties because of the
villagers’ gossip.

6) In regards to the cooperative system in the village, cooperation of labor was
replaced by wage earning.

7} International labor migration is not the main reason that young villagers do not
choose agriculture work.

8) Returnees demonstrated greater interest in the education of their children.

In spite of the high risks and costs, international labor migration still strongly
attracts Thapladuk villagers because they cannot find any new economic activities to

replace it.
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