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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research are to examine the development of ecotourism in Mae Chaem
District, Chiang Mai Province, to investigate the pattern of ecotourism management in Mae Chaem
District, Chiang Mai Province, and to assess the capacity of ecotourism development in Mae Chaem
District, Chiang Mai Province. The methods of this research are documentary research and field
research which researcher interviewed the key informants, consisted of members of government
organizations, non — government Organizations (NGOs) who were involved with tourism, local
people, and the tourism companies in the study area. In addition, the participatory observation was
used in this research in order to observe the management of traveling agencies who operated trekking
routes in the study area.

The result of the study revealed that the ecotourism in Mae Chaem District, Chiang Mai

Province was still in the early development stage which could be divided into 2 periods. The first



period was the pre-conception of ecotourism during 1977-1993. The Government agencies initially
started and played a leading role in Mae Chaem District development including tourism which started
~ affecting community livelihood. The second period marked by the introduction of ecotourism
concept, which was during 1993-2001. The government and private sectors were interested in
ecotourism and applied it in Mae Chaem Destrict. There were 2 main patterns of ecotourism
management found in Mae Chaem District. The first one was the ecotourism management that
emphasized the expansion of tourism market, the trekking in particular. The second one was the
ecotourism management that emphasized the promotion of nature conservation and also provide the
knowledge on conservation of natural resources. Most of tourism agencies adopted ecotourism
management that focused on commercialization of ecotourism. It was still an old style of ecotourism
slightly modified from trekking tour in the past. The second pattern of ecotouristn management, with
emphasis on promotion of nature clonservation and also educate the tourists on natural preservation,
was found less than the first one. This type of ecotourism has attempted to change from the old style
trekking to advocate the nature-oriented packages to attract the customers.

The study on potential of ecotourism development in Mae Chaem district using the technique
of geographic information systems aimed to evaluate the potential area for ecotourism development.
The potential was considered in 2 levels, the spatial and structural levels. Then the two levels were
combined to evaluate the overall potential of ecotourism in Mae Chaem District. It was found that the
area with high potential was 236.45 square kilometers or 7.0 percent of the study area. Most of these
areas are protected area. They are Mae Pan Waterfalls (Mae Chaem) under jurisdiction of Doi
Inthanon National Park, Royal Project in Ban Wat Chan which is under The Royal Project
Foundation and Forestry Industry Organization, Chiang Mai Province. The areas with average
potential in ecotourism development covered 981.25 square kilometers or 29.27 percent of the study
area. These are cultural and historical sites located in Chang Koeng and Ta Pha Sub-Districts. The
area with low potential in developing ecotourism was 2,134.68 square kilometers or 63.68 percent of

study area. They are scattering in many location in Mae Chaem District.





