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ABSTRACT

This thesis studies the claim of community rights of Hmong in Mae Sa Mai
community or Hmoob Mej Xam, who are marginalized. In regards to the legitimacy contested
situation in claiming the rights to access natural resources. Especially, in the state s conservative
space which enclosure the local people rights in accessing natural resources. Therefore, in this
case study, there are five state conservative that promulgate in one area, however, the ethnic
identity are containmentized, meaning the dominat power reduces the legitimacy of community
rights negotiation in seizing natural resources in the highland area. So, I would like to analyze the
conflict of natural resource management and understand the strategy of Hmoob Mej Xam
community, how they practice their power of negotiation, and what are the context and condition
relations? By using the conceptual framework to explain the dynamic of local knowledge, conflict
of property rights and legitimacy construction of power negotiation. The three construction of
power that are utilized by the local community are as follow:

1) Hmoob Mej Xam have reproduce their local knowledge and value base on their
cultural landscape by practicing their community rights, which supplements the potential of local
community institution, and can be adapted in a new situation. The community has authority from
hybridition between the conservative development concept from the junior group, and the cultural
conservation of the senior group. In this way, both groups have the same kinship and want to find

a solution for the same problem. For example, the super natural of Thwv-Tim of the senior group



in collaboration with the concept of conservative development of the junior group can be
compromised to prevent forest fire, to plant more trees, and also enforce village rule, this is also
known as Ntoo Xeeb Forest Management. Furthermore, the Fev Yeem ritual has been reproduced
to prevent the spread of fire in the wild, and is used for other alternative methods in doing
cultivation in the forest.

2) Hmoob Mej Xam community has reproduce local knowledge creating a dynamic
management, based on the complexity of rights at different levels of property rights. The local
community has been organized and instituted for interested participates to assist in enforcing
management rule and for alternative management for equity, and sustainability. Such as Ntoo
Xeeb Community Forest is common property right of Hmoob Mej Xam community. Although by
the state laws, Ntoo Xeeb community forest has always been a part of the national park, which the
state has claimed an ownership of the national park. The local community accepts participation
from all sectors to assist in the co-management process. However, the local community has been
dynamic in its adaptation of the different level of property rights such as the local people water
management system, the water usage as only one unit, group units or eye-water usage of a group
units, which can be adapted to their water property rights. If they have the same water usage
conditions in one area, this can be illustrated as co-management.

3) Hmoob Mej Xam has joined several social movements, to construct and disclose
the social spaces in redefining, and attesting their local community identity, and the Hmong
ethnicity. As a result, the local community has achieved symbolic power from the property rights
negotiation, by constructing their ethnicity image on several levels. Therefore, Hmoob Mej Xam
were able to use the benefit of group identities, as to interlock and incongruous themselves,
dividing them into the Hmong urban area group and the Hmong highland group. However, both
the urban and highland Hmong are able to join in the movement of conservative community
image, eco-tourism community, and free narcotics community. Hence, such practices create
symbolic power for the local community and shift their political empowerment into a new social
movement, by using several levels of explanations in their cultural identities, and revoking the
claim in order to push for the policy level.

So, the above findings have clearly asserted that the local community do not surrender

to the dominant power and containmentization. On the contrary, local community have everyday



practices, and several levels of social movement, by using their cultural capital to construct
legitimacy in power negotiation. Thus, the power of symbolic capital has shifted to benefit the
politics of ethnic identity. This right claiming strategies have been constructed and disclosed in its
social space, positioning the Hmoob Mej Xam community for efficiency in negotiating with the

dominate power. Inportantly, they can adapt such atrategies into the cercumstances.



