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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims at studying the significance of the representation of women in Thai
literature of the B.E. 2530°s and its interconnections with other social issues (such as family,
. class, work, mafia gircle, political arena, ethnicity, body and sexuality). The study also examines
the limits of and the contradictions within the progressive image of women, with a focus on the
way this image is integrated info discourse and subsequent social practices.

Instead of considering literature as a mere mimetic reflection of reality in a positivistic
fashion, the study relies on the concept of ‘representation’ which emphasizes the construction of
the text by selection, exclusion, and enhancement of social elements. In order to gain a genuine
insight into literature and its social context, various analytical methods have been employed, such
as semiotics, deconstruction, new historicism, etc.

The study has revealed the tension within which women are represented as progressive
and equal to men but at the same time are expectéd to play the roles of good daughters, good
wives and good mothers according to patrarchal ideology. And with a further consideration

within the frame of discourse, it has been found that the main attracting force emanates from the




patriarchal side. This contradiction is an allegory of the Thai society of the B.E. 2530°s at large,
inasmuch as there were attémpts to show off a progressive world view while people’s beliefs

were still nourished by long-standing authoritarianism.




