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Abstract

This research is an attempt to analyze the tourism development in a Tibetan
community-- Mingyong in Degin county, Diqing prefecture, Yunnan province,
southwest of People’s Republic of China as a whole, with special focus on the
differentiation, gender and identity in the past and present.

Compared with other popular tourist destinations, tourism development in
Diging Tibetan Autonomous Region is still at initial stage. Commercial logging ban
stopped the “wood finance” and deprived local significant source of income and
subsistence. People have to find other alternative ways to generate income at the local
level that can help to combat poverty. In late 1996, the government, development
agencies and even many local communities already see tourism as important o
development and modernization. Different tourism development strategies may have
different socio-cultural consequences. The development of tourism offers
opportunities for the local people in Mingyong to earn cash by providing horse rides
for the tourists’ two-hour walk up the hill to the glacier. The drives of tourist
consumption and profit-making gradually changed Mingyong’s agriculture-based
economy. Constant flows of tourists continuously stimulated villagers’ desires to
" obtain more cash income so that their centuries long land cultivation practices due to
low economic return have gradually to shift to the new economic mode as they moved
from tradition to modernity.

The effective institution of local organization legitimates horse pulling turn
system so that every household in the village have equal opportunity to participate in
the horse pulling activity and enjoy the equal benefit sharing. Institutionally, local
social organization provide guarantee to protect local benefit, achieving common



vi

prosperity; while practically, the availability of family labor force, to large extent, is a
important factor for resulting in such kind of economic differentiation. Thus, the
nature of local social organization, labor force and age has strong impact on social
differentiation in the process of tourism development.

Traditionally, Tibetan men have enjoyed a higher social status than women.
Tourism creates opportunity for women to contribute their family in visible way so
that they have greater share in family decision-making than before. Women’s family
status has improved but they are still controlled in public domain. Women in different
groups were impacted by tourism differently. Even each family’s situation is different
but the women’s role in earning money same as men in term of horse pulling has
gradually narrowed the gap in family status between men and women on the whole.

Admittedly the tourist industry in Mingyong is not well developed, the
impact of tourism on Tibetan identity is not so obvious. The encounter with tourism
tends to alert the self-awareness and strengthen people’s concern with their identity
and self-representation, Buddhism belief is not so strong as it used to be in defining
their identity. The foundation of defining identity becomes more diversity. But a sense
of ethnic identity has opened a space for them to claim their right and old traditional
culture which can be reinterpreted to constitute a new way of living or a new way of
making money. The value system is slowly changing from personal relation to
contractual relation. This can be manifested by that display of wealth and competition
in terms of economic status has increased.
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