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Abstract

The study of “Industrial Immigrant Labours in Thai-Burmese Border Area: A Case
Study of Burmese Labours in Amphoe Mae Sot, Changwat Tak” has three objectives: firstly, to
study the development of textile industries in the border area of Mae Sot District, Tak Province;
secondly, to identify the influential factors of the establishment of the textile industries in Mae
Sot District, Tak Province; finally, to examine the characteristics of the immigrant labours in the
border industries. This analysed from the secondary and primary data such as the interview with
the 51 textile industries entrepreneurs, questionnaires, in-depth interviews with 100 Burmese
immigrant labours as well as an interviews with government and non-government officials.

Result shows that the establishment of the textile industries was found in Mae Sot
Municipality since 1995. Most of them were medium sized industries. However, between 1997
and 1999, there was an increasing numbers of textile industries relocating themselves in Mae Sot
and also a rise in numbers of large scale industries. Most of which scattered along the main road
that link to province and district centres, The reason for large scale industries to be relocated here

was argued to be because of the needs of larger space and to be close to the labour sources.
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The most important factors in determining the location of the border industries are the
large number of labours and cheap labours, followed by the availability of the basic infrastructure
that support the production of the border industrial sector that has been supported by the
government. Another factor includes the conveniences of the communicational and
transportational system requiring for shifting raw materials and products. This is because most of
the raw materials and markets are situated further away from the border production sources.

Result on the m:nngrant labours working in the border textile industrial sector shows
that pull factors that attract these labours to Thailand, besides the economic needs, are the
problems of political instability in their country of origin. Most immigrant labours are aged
between 21-30 years old and number of females is more than males. Female labours believed to
work more efficiently, have more skills and detailed, and less likely to be unionization. These
factors have affected the control of labours so that owners are more likely to hire fernale labours.
Moreover, the characteristic of the textile industrial production which requires high productivity
in a limited period of time needs immigrant labours who are patient and willing to work over time
by gaining low wage and fringe benefits. This has led owners to reduce the cost of ;(otal
production. However, as these labours migrated to the country illegally, it was often led to the
human rights violations on labour immigrants.

As these illegal immigrants have always been perceived as an important factor for the
textile industries, the limitations and problems of the textile industries in the border area have a
close linkages with the government policy in allowing the employment of the illegal immigrants.
The uncertainty of the export industrial promotion policies, the reorganisation of the illegal
immigrant status and the shortage of Thai labour in Mae Sot as well as the fluctuations of the
textile industries in the world market have led the industrial owners to ignore to invest in the new
technology in order to replace labours. Therefore, there is still a need to continue using Burmese

immigrant labours in the textile industries,
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