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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research are to examine not only the effects of tourism activities on
land use and resource management in Mae Taman village, Kuet Chang sub-district, Mae Taeng
district, Chiang Mai province but also the impact on soil, water and forest resource management
and change of land use, livelihood and ecology system. The main analytical concepts used are
tourism concepts, natural resources management and impact analysis.

In research techniques used in this study include documentary survey from government
agencies and relevant organizations; indepth-interview of stakeholders both within and outside
the target village; participant and non-participant observation, and land use survey. The data
collected were checked, classified and analyzed by descriptive way which could be summarized
the results as follows:

Tourism management was partly depended on government policy by promoting tourism
activities as mass-tourism with economic purpose. The effect of this policy made the concept of
stakeholder on natural resource management for tourism into more cost than value aspect. The
consequences of above concept created both natural resource conflicts and ‘open access’ for

résource use.



The tourism in this area affected three main changes in land use system. Firstly, land use
for sufficient farming changed sub-commercial and contract farming due to government policy
and agricultural marketing system. Secondly, land use for agricultural purpose changed to other
types of uses especially for urban settlement due to large infrastructure development, and
urbanization. The land price in this area went up fastly due to land demand from new investors
from the city of Chiang Mai and Bangkok. Thirdly, due to highland price, most of farming
activities were changed to tourism activities such as resources for tourism and tourism business.

The main effects of tourism in this village were: decreasing of forest resource caused by
large number of elephants which were over carrying capacity of forest resource. Tourism became
stimulating factors towards the transfer of land holding pattern from local villagers to outside
capitalists. The livelihood of villagers were changed from farm labor to live labor for tourism

activities. Finally, the increase of move-in people from other villages and districts near by.



