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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study, “Thai-Myanmar Border Landscape Changes and
Boundary Problems Along the Daen Lao and Thanon Thongchai Mountain Ranges” are:
(1) to study the boundary evolution and problems along the Daen Lao and Thanon Thongchai
Mountain Ranges, (2) to study the changes of Thai-Myanmar border landscape after demarcation,
and (3) to study the risk areas that may cause boundary problems in the future. The scope of
the study on boundary evolution began in 1885. The study on the changes of border landscape
and boundary problems started from 1966 until 2002. Changes of border landscape, land use,
transportation and settlement were studied, based on analyzing topographic maps and satellite
data from Landsat 7 ETM+ with Geographic Information Systems. In addition, the analysis of
documentary data, field surveys and the interviews of stakeholders are included.

This study found that the length of Thai-Myanmar boundary along the Daen Lao and

Thanon Thongchai Mountain Ranges is approximately 632 kilometers encompassing the areas of



Chiang Rai, Chiang Mai and Mae Hong Son Provinces. Thai-Myanmar boundary has been jointly
demarcated with the United Kingdom in four steps of boundary evolution from 1885 to 1893 as
a result of applying boundary concepts to occupy natural resources along the border. The political
influence and the advance of knowledge in surveying technology of the United Kingdom have
forced Thailand to make an agreement. The total number of boundary pillars was twenty-one
which were jointly placed on the appropriate location along the boundary line and shown in the
maps of Burma Siam Boundary Demarcation Survey with a scale of 1: 253,440. These maps have
been convinced as the legal evidence of boundary demarcation.

The macro study of the changes of border landscape after demarcation showed that
the forest areas decreased by 50.14 percent while the agricultural areas and settlements have
increased by 6.03 percent and 0.43 percent, respectively. Moreover, most areas have become
abandoned or uninhabited areas. The road transportation was reconstructed with hard surface and
many routes could be used for all seasons. Those changes have closely related to political,
economical, social and cultural factors from both sides.

Thai-Myanmar boundary problems are mainly caused by different identifications of
boundary lines on the topographic map by various institutions from each of the countries.
The contradictory interpretation of legal evidences such as the treaties and the demarcation maps
with the small scale of 1:253,440, makes it difficult to identify the boundary lines accurately.
Therefore, some necessary evidences such as fieldwork are jointly analyzed. In addition,
boundary shape, settlements and constructions along the boundary line can be considered as
factors that contributing to boundary problems.

Thai-Myanmar boundary problems could be solved and managed under the Joint
Boundary Commission. Based on Thai policies, the boundary problems could be eliminated at
local, regional and national levels, which can avoid using military power. At the same time,
peaceful negotiations are promoted. However, appropriate solutions would be applied to problems

in different areas and to different situations that may occur in the future.



