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ABSTRACT

The Process of Becoming Gang and the Youth Gang’s Subculture in Chiang Mai City:
A Case Study of NDR Youth Group has two objectives. The First objective is to figure out how
gang is established and to study the relationship between the gang’s origin in the context of
Chiang Mai City. Second is to study how the youth gang constructs and conserves its subculture
as well as to investigate the pattern, internal connection, behavior and identity of the gang
subculture upon its own members in order to understand this group natural lifestyle.

This finding reveals that the process of becoming gang of NDR’s member is caused
by various factors such as family and economic problems as well as social milieu in their
community, school and associated peers. These certain factors have pushed the adolescents into
deviant behavior, while for those who could not attain the family or community expectation
would then act out the same way. Consequently, these youngsters start to turn their back against
their social milieu due to the pressure form their own families and surroundings. However, the
main factors are the turning point and the experiences that effect upon those who choose to act
against the social acceptable norms, such as violence, drugs and forming a gang. The more of
such activities occur, the more society would turn them down by expel them out from the
community and labeling them as juvenile delinquents and gangsters. The children with the same
social label will then cling together and will form a gang in order to compensate their basic needs,
namely, social space, status, role, self identity and warmth. They have created a group of their
own subculture while violence is capital via gang’s practice such as fighting and racing. Such

unacceptable conducts have cause fear and fury to the society as a whole. Thus, the challenging



behavior on their part would then seem to be the pronouncement of their existence after social
rejection.

The gang violence is mainly the product of family, environmental factors and
masculinity. Another interesting finding form this study is that their subcultures not only
composed of just violence, but it also has evident group structure, self organization with law and
order comparable to society beyond. Moreover, drug-using is prohibited definitely. The study
shows that the subjects in the case studies respect to this iron rule even though more than half of
them had experienced with amphetamine before joining the gang. However, after becoming
NDR’s members, they quitted drugs while advocating their quit-experiences as lessons to their
juniors. These findings indicate that even though NDR gang rejects social rules of law and
regulations, they prefer to respect to their own rules of law and regulations that they have created.
They obviously realize that rules and regulations are the must in any human society. But for them,

they prefer ones of their own rather living with those defined by adult’s normal culture.





