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ABSTRACT

This thesis is the anthropological study focusing on the spatial negotiation of the poor to
contest their rights in sub-urban area, which is at risk from modernity in terms of commercial
agriculture and other industries articulating with the everyday life of the poor in such area and
causing their life and property unsafe. The study also focuses on the strategic creation in both new
and traditional patterns of the northern folk in terms of learning process and definition of rights
perceived from the external and internal community organizations including NGOs, people
organizations, governmental organizations, mass media and legal professionals. Such creation
bring the victims from the explosion of Longan fruit factory the definition and understanding in
their rights.

For the findings, the researcher had found 4 issues including (1) the concept of rights (2)
the risk society management (3) the movement for the rights of justice in politics and the course
of justice and (4) the insecure insurance and scarcity of insurance for the poor.

The poor, as the victims, can create the negotiating space for compensation claim through
many strategies such as opening of public space, sending their requisition to the politicians and
contesting in the court demanding for their rights with supports from NGOs, scholars, the victim
organizations, governmental organizations. Such learning can be seen in everyday life of the
people through dialogue, reading pamphlets about the rights of labour and patients as well as
learning by themselves through the mass media, which become a part of their everyday life such
as television, radio, newspaper. Learning from many sources help these people archiving their
definition of rights from a narrow definition of ‘rights’ as ‘compensation for lost labour’ to a
broader understanding of ‘rights’ from a perspective of ‘citizenships’ rights’ to demand for safe

general and working environments.



However, this study had noted the access limitation of the poor through contesting in the
course of justice relies on the modern law, which seems not to be the space for the poor to open
for their legitimacy as the knowledge in law has been monopolized by the legal professionals.
Such knowledge also become like a tool for excluding and marginalizing the poor because they
don’t have enough knowledge and skill caused by the scarcity of educational chance, low
educational level and low economic power as they have low income earning from day by day paid
jobs for serving their life in the today society. This made them ‘unready’ for a length period of

contacting in the court for 4 years.



