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ABSTRACT

The research on an adaptation of knowledge to forest resources management at Ban
Than Thong, Tambon Huai Kaeo, King Amphoe Mae On, Changwat Chiang Mai focuses on
analyses of: 1) change of production modes and natural resource utilization in communities, 2)
factors and conditions affecting and permitting adaptation and learning process of communities in
forest resource management, and 3) adaptation process of knowledge and its results on forest
resource management.

The researcher combined qualitative and survey research methodologies, they include in-
depth interview, survey of forest resource, observation, and focus group discussion in information
collector. Furthermore, data were checked, categorized, analyzed, and presented descriptively. The
results of this study are as follows:

1. Change of production mode and natural resource utilization in communities

In the past, people in communities produced for their subsistence. Production was
interdependent with environment, culture, and local beliefs. Under economic development,
production’s objective had been changed to cash economy which primarily served people outside
the communities and used income generated from production for living instead.

Natural resource utilization, consequently, changed from using natural resource with
simple relationship relied on wisdom and belief about nature to use natural resource with more
complicated relationship. Further, social factor from outside communities involved in the natural

resource in communities. It changed value and meaning in obligation of using natural resource of



people in communities to the economic value which affected the use of natural resource in quantity,
changing of land ownership, and lowering opportunity of people in communities to use natural
resource for communities.

2. Factors and conditions affecting adapting and learning process in forest resource
management

Interaction between communities and external supports of individuals, organizations,
government units, and information sources initiated adaptation of skills, value, and practice of
production and using forest resource in communities. Therefore, crisis about forest resource and
conflicting rights had created pressure for communities to adapt and learn in natural resource
management. In addition, learning from units and organizations which new development paradigm
had enabled more options and directions to solve problems of communities’ resource which people
in communities learned formally from meeting, training, and observing. People also learned
informally from talking. Besides, social relation about activities was a tool to make understanding
among communities to integrate former knowledge including wisdom, culture, tradition, and belief
which were process of socialization and new knowledge that include knowledge, information, rules,
lessons, and experience learned from external to disseminate to communities in order to create
activities for managing natural resource and environment.

3. Adaptation process and its results of knowledge to forest resource management

The adaptation process of knowledge to forest resource management occurred from
indigenous knowledge which was closely related to living with nature and environment. The
knowledge for subsistence living was gradually changed by lessons from mismanagement of natural
resource and environment. Thus, new knowledge has developed from interaction between
communities and external by receiving information, checking, analyzing, mixing knowledge, and
adapting knowledge to implement. Consequently, the abundant fields have been regenerated and
their biodiversity has been almost similar to natural forest.

Communities expected to have freedom of learning without conducting rules strictly.
Additionally, appropriate adaptation processes of communities’ knowledge to forest resource
management related to knowledge in subsistence living occurred from tradition, culture, wisdom,
and new knowledge. As a result for development process, developers and government organizations
must consider the foundation of communities and essentially understand the geo-society of

communities truly.



