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ABSTRACT

This study examines the effects of ecotourism on equity, benefit distribution and the
use of natural resources and environment in the area of ecotourism.

As for conceptual framework, real ecotourism must be balanced among physical
ecosystem, tourist resources and tourism management. This three dimensions must be
interrelated. As for marketing aspect, it should present the value of physical characteristics or
existing tourist resources, ecology beauty, natural outstanding, culture and ways of the life as an
important selling points. Tourism management pattern should include both at policy level and
The government should control private company who is involved with ecotourism and should
have appropriate balance for marketing and community management according to the principle of
ecotourism especially equity and community benefit distribution management both directly and
indirectly .

The study collected information about the evolution of tourism in the area from
secondary data and indepth interview in order to analyse whether Ban Mae Kampong has
ecotourism management according to the conceptual framework, by dividing samples into 3
groups: 1) a group with direct benefit, 2) a group with indirect benefit and 3) a group with no
benefit. Research methods included informal interview, indepth interview, participant and non-
participant observations to analyse whether it is ecotourism with equity to be benefit distribution.

This study found that 1) tourism in the area is not a ture ecotourism and 2) farmes
found that it is unfair benefit distribution was evident, resulting in conflicting ideas in using

natural resources, problems is using natural resources, water resources and garbages and less



people’s participation in tourist activity. In principle major role in managing tourism should
depends upon community leaders, village committee and other groups of people who can manage
tourist activities These people get benefit satis factority and use natural resources wisely. But in
practice, all of these things are not managed fairly and not created value on tourism resources in
Ban Mae Kampong, This problem of sustainability of ecotourism of the community in the future.
If problems to be solved, community leaders and farmers should dialogue and cooperate each
other both inside and outside the community in order to manage ecotourisme of Ban Mae

Kampong fairly aceording to the principle of sustainable ecotourism.



