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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted in Jila administrative village, Lufeng County,

Chuxiong Yi Autonomous Prefecture, Yunnan Province, China. The aims of the study
were to gain general understanding about the history of rural marketing development
in a multi-ethnic area in the peripheral region of China; identify the interaction
between various actors, which constitute the local market structure and to find out the
localized moral rules in regulating marketing activities. In addition, the study seeks to
catch the dynamic process of local adaptation to the market, especially livelihood
strategies.

Through both quantitative and qualitative methods, such as group discussion,
participant observation, literature review, statistic book records and so on, the study
found that market is neither a mechanism in economic terms, nor is it concrete
geographic locations that served as a meeting place for people who want to exchange
their commodities. Rather it is a multi-layered relations network, made up of both
economic relations and social relations, for instance inter-personnel relations. As the
center of interaction and communication, market is also the center of social control,
which is manifested as the negotiation of various power relations. Rural market does
not merely meet the demand of exchange, but it also combines other social, political
and religious activities of various times and space, thus it should be understood ﬂom
the perspective of the people who reside in it, who interact with it, and finally

developed and constructed it.



vi

The study indicates that marketization (de-collectivization) leads local
production that returned to individual, family-based modes a long time ago. Market is
increasingly important in local livelihoods, which led to the continuous livelihoods
diversification. However, the involvement of market in local livelihood is a double
bladed sword under the circumstances of state interventions, which brought both
freedom and intensified control over villagers in different aspects at the same time.

Moreover, the study argued that if we focus on specific locality in different
historical and social settings, ethical consideration, in the form of various social ties,
such as patron-client ties, clan and community system, were undoubtedly at work in
local market transaction. The findings show that the individual centered and ripple
expanded social network consists of various threads of personal relations. Different
threads are maintained by different ethics, thus leading to the ethic stratification and
differentiation in accordance with various ties. But the moral image of local Yi people,
and their moral ideology of market transaction is a strategy for them to get and
maintain access to livelihood resources in negotiation with the more powerful
outsiders. It is also a way to protect them from intensive market encroachment.

The study suggested that government should lift the ban on the establishment
of villagers’ self-governance cooperative organization and call for villagers’
cooperative organization that organizes individual farmers as an organic entity
working in the market transaction. Government should fully withdraw from the
market transaction, not work as both policy maker and competitive player. Instead, it
should focus on the infrastructure and service perfection that aims at solving the
regional gap and rural-city gap. In addition, rural market planning and design should
allow more room for local people to participate in, and adopt flexible situated policy

in line with local social, cultural and other non-economic factors as well.
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