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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the study are 1) to study and analyze capability and limitation of
cabbage production in eco-system of Pakahkayor village,and 2) to study adaptive strategies of
Pakahkayor farmers coping with the problems of cabbage production.

This research applies 3 farmers’ adaptive strategies 1) change mode of production 2)
change the methods and 3) non-adaptive production. They depend on the land, access and
ownerships, household’s economy and knowledge. The results from 22 sampled households
showed that Huai Som Poi Village’s agricultural production system has changed from subsistence
to commercial. They emphasized on cabbage as monoculture with high investment. Farmers
produced under market demand in order to earn the highest income. Unfortunately, their returns
from commercial agriculture worsened quality of farmer’s life. They lost their production
abilities. They had to pay increasing cost, while the product price was not stable. Therefore,
most of the farmers could not afford for high investment. It also affected the household expenses.
They ended up in indebtedness. In addition, cabbage farming has damaged natural resources and
ecology.

Adaptation to this problem were founded among three groups of cabbage growers, and
could be identified by 3 strategies.

(1) Change mode of production: 2 households had quit cabbage and changed their
farming to be more sustainable. They succeeded it well because they had sufficient land with
more secured rights from their ancestor. They also have more income generating activities such

as work in government services as well as they had their own budget and sufficient family labors.



(2) Change methods within the same mode of production
2.1 10 households had adapted without mode of production. The conditions
enabling this strategy were owning moderate to sufficient land with moderate fertility near water.
Their households economy lied at moderate level with sufficient capitals and labor
2.2 8 households had adapted without mode of production. The conditions
enabling this strategy were owning moderate to sufficient land with low fertility and lack of
water. Their household economy lied at low level with sufficient capitals and labor
(3) Non adaptive: have 2 households
The fixed conditions for remaining production cabbage production without any
change; were the insufficient, yet secured ownership land. Even their lands were physically
suitable and located near water resource, because they have very limited other income generating
options and limited capital they could not afford to change the production system.
In conclusion, the most important conditions permitting farmers to adapt their
production in a more sustainable way are land holding, and economic/income generating options
respectively. If such conditions change in a more positive way, the farmers could adapt

themselves to better production, quality of life and sound ecology.



