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ABSTRACT

This study on “Spatial Patterns of Commercial Rose Production in Phop Phra District,
Tak Province” had three purposes: 1) to study the development of spatial patterns of commercial
rose production, 2) to study the patterns and the spatial distribution process of commercial rose
production and 3) to study the factors affecting the farmers acceptance and decision making of
commercial rose production in Phop Phra District, Tak Province.

This is a spatial and historical study carried out by collecting relevant data in the
respective areas from 1993 — 2006 using a questionnaire and interview of rose farmers together
with conducting a field survey to locate the rose farms, using Global Positioning System. The
analysis of data on spatial distribution patterns and factors for the acceptance and decision making
was done by percentage, descriptive explanation and identifying the scores of the relevant factors.

The study found that the development of spatial patterns for commercial rose production
could be divided into three phases. The first phase was from 1993 — 1997 when rose production
began in Phop Phra District among a small number of growers. The second phase was from
1998 — 2002 when the production was expanded among as many as 115 rose producers and the
third phase was from 2003 — 2006 when the production began to slow down where the number of

rose producers dwindled to just 78.



The spatial distribution pattern of commercial rose production in Phop Phra District, Tak
Province was that of leaping, beginning from Nakhon Prathom and Ratchaburi spreading to Phop
Phra District and further to the nearby areas. The spatial patterns of rose farms were clusters,
particularly around Tambon Chong Khrap. Physical factors promoting the spread of rose
production included appropriate location rich in water supply as well as favorable soil conditions
for rose growing. Economic factors included cheap labor. However, the obstacle for expansions
of the rose production areas was an economic one due to the need for high investment and a high
production cost.

Analysis of the factors affecting the farmers’ acceptance and decision making for
production showed that farmers had constantly received information. The most important factors
for their decision making on rose production were physical factors, especially location, climate
soil and water. The problems concerning rose production were those related to plant diseases and
pests as well as marketing, mainly price fluctuation making farmers unable to establish an
effective production plan.

Apart for providing understanding about the development of commercial rose production,
the results of this study can be used as basic data for devising a plan to promote rose production
in Phop Phra District, Tak Province. Moreover, the study method can be used as a guideline for

studying the development of commercial rose production patterns in other areas.



