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ABSTRACT

The study of “Land Use Changes and Livelihood Diversification in the Agricultural
Core Areas of Northern Thailand” has three objectives. They are: 1) to examine changes and
trends in land use; 2) to determine the leading causes for these changes and; 3) to investigate how
peasant farmers have adapted to changing conditions. Three concepts were used in this study:
agrarian transition, persistence of peasant society in the industrial capitalism and agricultural land
use changes in the urban fringe.

This research is a re-study of the villages studied by Bruneau during 1966-1970s. It
selected two villages, Mueang Wa village of Chiang Mai province and Pa Buk village of
Lamphun province, with an emphasis on agricultural land use change and livelihood
diversification. The data used in the study included baseline data of Mueang Wa in 1966 and Pa
Buk in 1970 from Bruneau’s study, statistical data, documents, satellite imageries, topographic
maps, GIS database, and interpretation of aerial photographs. Field data were collected by survey
using questionnaires, in-depth interview and participant observation.

The results of study are threefold. First, Muang Wa’s farmers have adopted a more
intensive farming technologies to enhance their productivity on the shrinking plots of land
because they have in the past sold their rice fields to land speculators. However, they recently
opted for organic farming as they have been aware of the environment. In Pa Buk village the
farmers have transformed most of the rice field to longan orchard with professional management.

Second, land use changes in Muang Wa village occurred in the context of changes in
land ownership to tenancy as agricultural lands have decreased so that land uses were increasingly

intensive. In the case of Pa Buk village, transformation from paddy field to longan orchard was to



respond to the market force of longan high price. The farmers realized about the profit from their
investment.

Third, the farmers have adapted and applied their knowledge at various dimensions.
They learned about organic farm as a way to go back to the nature. They temporarily changed
occupation to supplement their incomes although most of the villagers remained in the farming
sector. They were able to generate income from the traditional knowledge passed to them by their
ancestors. In addition, support from the government program helped the villagers to have stable
income from off-farm occupation such as handicraft. It showed that the villagers were capable of
diversifying their livelihood.

However, in the context of urbanization and industrialization, the two communities
adopted livelihood diversification with caution by using available skill and knowledge learned
from experience and reorganized the social relations using traditional knowledge to select the
proper conditions for the communities. As a result, these communities were diverse in livelihood

strategies but remained harmonious in community relation.



