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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this thesis were:

1.To study the power relations of the Akha ethnic group focusing on sexuality and
HIV/AIDS and STD,

2.To study the concept and methods of the case- study Project whether they
correspond or conflict with the socio cultural practices of the ethnic group’s sexuality and how;

3.To evaluate the weak and strong points of the project, within the context as affected
by the presence of the Chinese people investing and producing economic crops at the research
sites;

4.To create a body of knowledge of HIV/AIDS and STD of the complexities of
gendered power relations on sexuality.

This study was a qualitative research. Data were collected through documents, formal
and informal interviews, participatory observation by spending time to stay in the research sites
and participating in crop production.

This study has found that the risk factors of HIV/AIDS and STD of the Akha ethnic
group were dependent upon the power relations between different ethnic groups in Mueang Sing
and Mueang Long; gender power relations in sexuality between Akha men and women of unequal
status with men control over women.

The Project believes that the risk factors of Akha to HIV/AIDS and STD are the
impacts of economic development and sexual behaviors of Akha themselves. Hence, the Project

focuses on promoting condom usage to prevent and control the risk factors and spread of



HIV/AIDS and STD among Akha ethnic group, without any serious consideration on the existing
gendered power relations and the ethnic power relations.

Thus, the key recommendation in which this study makes is to adopt a feminist
approach on the prevention of HIV/AIDS and STD by:

Changing social value and attitude on sexuality and men’s control over women’s
sexuality for their sexual pleasure; empowering women to be able to choose/make decision in
sexual encounter for themselves; to inform and enhance negotiating skills to enable women to
have safe sex with men.

In any case, empowerment of women is a complex process to be considered and
undertaken along with development towards materializing equality and equity among ethnic
groups. Serious efforts to bring gender equality, economic and social equality among age groups
are as significant as eliminating the tradition, culture that still oppress women and put them in
subordination. They need to be revised within and outside those societies.

Initiatives by the central government in the said process especially the Lao Women’s

Union are needed most urgently.



