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ABSTRACT

“Mon” is one among many ethnic groups in Thailand. They are considered as a group
with their own strong ethnic identities expressed through language and rituals. The purpose of this
study is to understand Mon identities through their spirit cults and rituals and to study conditions
and practices of spirit cults which reflected power relations between Mon women and men in
Bangkhanmak community, Mueang Lop Buri District, Lop Buri Province. This qualitative study
was conducted using Feminist Anthropology, which I was well aware of gender and power
relations resulted by gender existing in the area of study.

The study results illustrated that Mon identities of Bangkhanmak people are
complicated and diverse. In the midst of social and economic changes, Bangkhanmak people
choose to adjust, select, receive and negotiate with such changes. This allows Mon identities to be
dynamic and changeable according to particular contexts. Spirit rituals are organized in many
levels: family, kinship, local and national, expressing different level and diverse forms of Mon
identities, through myths, language and symbols. These rituals are used either to meet spiritual
needs of individuals or of the group in keeping members under social orders or to construct,
maintain and extend spaces in contesting with other ethnic groups.

Mon women especially the mediums who play important role in maintaining the
rituals, manage to change power relations between women and men existing in rituals where men
are valued higher than women into spheres where women can gain higher recognition and power.
This is done by redefining beliefs and phenomenon through women’s roles and practices in

rituals. Moreover, it was found that Mon women have various roles in spirit rituals and they can



construct bodies of knowledge to maintain social roles and relations with others. These rituals
about Mon spirits, therefore, illustrated that power relations between women and men are

dynamic and such rituals are spaces of contestation of gender, class and age.



