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ABSTRACT

This is an anthropological study on the mobility of female farmers migrating
from the Red River Delta to the City of Hanoi in Vietnam, who engage in itinerant
trade on the streets, street peddling and junk buying. Based on ethnographic
inquiries, the thesis examines the ways in which female migrant farmers have
organized and experienced a new way of life in the rural-urban social world since the
era of economic liberalization of déi mdi in the late 1980s. They have been
migrating to Hanoi City not permanently but with frequent visits to their homeland,
where there remains a family, house and limited farming plot. The study situates
their dynamic forms of migration in the wider political economy of post-socialist
Vietnam. The aims of the study are twofold. First, the study tries to visualize the
ways in which Vietnamese women’s centuries-old practice of petty trade has been
revived and intensified in Hanoi City over recent years by a number of rural female
migrants who have sought cash earning opportunities, and how these women find and
expand the market niches where they accommodate the demands of the people in
Hanoi City. The second aim is to analyze how female migrant traders have
reconstructed the way of life through extensive adaptation and negotiation processes,

as their life has geographically extended to the City and become mobile.

The analysis is underpinned by insights into two factors: one, the use of the

village-based network and two, family-centered relations and ideologies of the
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migrant women, which are widely called forth in their new physical and social world.
Regarding the village-based network, I will examine the way it is continuously drawn
upon in organizing and regulating the entire urban practices of female migrant traders.
Without any policy support, they establish their own group with their family members,
close kin and village fellows to leave for the City and then extensively utilize these
ties in Hanoi, both in the street and the entire urban context. The study also looks
into how this communal network helps migrant women to lay a foundation and
construct the urban-based social and market relations that they need to rely on in the
City. As for the family-centered relations and ideologies, the study describes the
ways in which female migrant farmers, even when staying far from their homeland,
are always connected to their home both materially and consciously. In particular, I
will highlight the local gendered norms employed by the female migrants as a mother,
wife or daughter of those who remain in the countryside, and the way these shape
their migration practices in relation to their household in the countryside.

Based on such empirical analyses, the study finally seeks to conceptualize
the migratory livelihood of the Red River Delta female traders in Hanoi within a
framework of perpetual mobility between the City and their homeland, which is
followed by a dynamic process of their cognitive and practical readjustment. Every
decision, perception, practice and desire of these women in their migration is not
geographically-bounded as either rural or urban. Rather, as | will argue, they
manipulate and merge these two separate geographical places into one imaginary
space, and rationalize and reorganize their life within this space. Looking into their
agencies, the study aims to highlight their mobility as their spatial practice and by so
doing, visualizes a series of ongoing social and cultural interactions that emerge

across different groups of people and significant geographical distances.



