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Abstract

Xiengkhuang was the main battlefield of the “Indochina War”, more widely known by
the world as the “Vietnam War”, for many years. The Indochina War had an impact on a large
group of people who were related with the war especially women who joined the fighting during
the time. Therefore, study of women and war is very important to women’s studies and
understanding of women’s potential to creatively empower themselves and to up grade women’s
quality of life in the long term.

This thesis studies the situation of women in the Indochina War and aims to

1) To study gender construction and sexuality construction by the Lao People’s
Revolutionary Party which constructed gender relations in the Xiengkhuang area during the
Indochina War, A.D. 1955 - 1975

2) To study Xiengkhuang women’s consciousness of gender, sexuality and gender
relations in Xiengkhuang during the Indochina War.

3) To analyse / critigue the war from the feminist perspective of a Xiengkhuang
woman who had real experiences related to the Indochina War.

The study reveals that in the normal situation before the “Indochina” war,
Xiengkhuang people, especially “Xiengkhuang Women” still followed a traditional way of life in
patriarchal society. Still there was inequality between men and women but, due to the traditional
norms, women did not acknowledge of any oppression.

Women performed roles of good mothers, good wives, and good daughters under the
patriarchal system. During the war, when the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party were in
command as leader of the fighting they campaigned to the Xiengkhuang men and women, to

defend their nation. The Lao People’s Revolutionary Party reconstructed gender, sexuality, and



gender relations to cope with the war. The situation of war had affected on gender, sexuality, and
gender relations. Xiengkhuang women changed their role from mothers and wives in the
household, and came out to the public sphere as “Yuvannaree” or female soldiers to bravely fight
against the national enemy. The national heroes and heroines consequently emerged.

In conclusion, the “Indochina” war, the relations and role of men and women, changed
from traditional sexual division of labor into the same role without the restriction of sexes and
with a unified goal of national liberation and independence.

From the feminist perspective, war is a tool for showing the male power but the “Neaw
Lao Hug Chart” and the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party needed to use the women force in the
war, enabled women to show their strength, bravery, endurance and capability in fighting. It
confirms that women have greater capability than what is socially acknowledged. From the

feminist perspective this suggests that the state and society should campaign for gender equality.



