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ABSTRACT

This thesis seeks to investigate the effects of development on gender relations of the
Hmong Patriarchal Society, by studying the narratives of a Displaced Ethnic Hmong Women
group in Mueang Chiang Mai district, Chiang Mai Province.

Traditionally, the social structure of the Hmong is patrilineal and patrilocal. Thus,
men are considered superior and more important than women. Women, in the opposite, are
considered “second class” people in the Hmong patriarchal society and therefore must be under
the protection and authority of men such as fathers, brothers, and husbands after marriage.

Because of the patriarchal social structure, Hmong women’s social and religious
space are tied to their men, meaning that those Hmong women with no connections to men will
loose their social and religious space and become the marginalized of marginalized group in the
Hmong patriarchal society. The role and status of Hmong women are kept in the private sphere
where they are expected to be good wives, mothers, and household labours. The greatest
achievement of women in Hmong patriarchal society is marriage and becoming a mother, and
especially a mother of sons.

Hmong girls and women do not have equal opportunity to their male counterparts.
Boys are given more opportunities to education than girls. This is because men are considered as
the household head and clan descendants while women are considered followers and they have to

move to their husband’s house after marriage.



However, the development of capitalism and the growing power of the state have
positive effects on Hmong women especially the most marginalized group. This development
provides access to public domain for the marginalized group of Hmong women through modern
education and markets. They become main household income earners as men.

In addition, because of their access to the public domain, they gain greater
knowledge, life experience, and social spaces which bring them various forms of resistance
against the Hmong patriarchy.

Most importantly, the development has opened up new spaces for the most
marginalized Hmong women. They can now choose what religion to believe in, including moving
out of Hmong patriarchal society to accumulate capitals, and make their own spaces and new
identities as a dignified human.

Having been able to accumulate capitals and make their own spaces in the cities, the
displaced ethnic Hmong women have created themselves a new stand point in bargaining with the
Hmong patriarchy. The displaced Hmong women do not ask for equality but access to education
and work as this will bring them independence and social space and finally the power to bargain
with the Hmong patriarchy. Moreover, the displacement of marginalized Hmong women into
town is destabilizing the Hmong patriarchal social structure and its ideology as it can not work to
control those marginalized Hmong women effectively.

However, the Hmong patriarchal ideology is not static. In opposition, it is trying to

incorporate the displaced Hmong women into Hmong patriarchy.



