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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research are (1) to study land-use change and conflict resulting from
overlapped land use in protected forest, (2) to study history of community organization in solving
problem of land use conflict, and (3) to evaluate potentials and limitations of new forms of
community organization in solving that problem.

This research collects information about land use conflict from documents and Arial
photography with ground checking. It also applies in-depth interviews with several stakeholders
and questionnaire to evaluate potential and limitation of community organizations.

This research finds that Hekho and senior council of the previous community
organization could properly manage conflicts and natural resource management. However they
are unable to solve the problem of today’s further complicated issues resulting from pressure on
land use. The influences of government forest management policy and commercial production
have worsened the problem. Likewise, the new gen community organizations were organized.
Chom Thong High Land Conservation Group, was formed and adjusted themselves for
community’s survival by incorporating networks such as religious networks, private organizations
of community development, etc to negotiate with the government. However, there were many
potentials and limitations of this community organization in coordination, and mobilizing

management conservative system. Therefore, conflicts over land use continued.



Furthermore, the research also discovers that mere government and/or community that
lack of integration and adhere to its own thoughts, their natural resource management appeared
ineffective.

Among the environmental ambiguity of the conflict that possibly bursts out at any time,
the government and/or community start to launch a new solution called “Co-management of
protected forest”. It is a concept derived from experiences of previous natural resource
management and success/fouler of the conflict Solutions. By sharing benefits and problems
among all stakeholders, the conflict can be resolved. The operation mainly uses evidence-based
information acceptable by all parties. In addition, it also enhances the potential of the community
to manage the conflict, especially land overlapping in the protected forest, by educating people in
the community. Until it becomes a community organization, which is able to handle the problem
occurred in the community effectively.

According to the study, it is to suggest that natural resource management aiming to
reduce conflict, the coordination among parties, especially stakeholders, is necessary to be a
cooperative operation. Besides, the community organization should be given potentials and
greatest importance to manage their natural resources because they are significant mechanism to
efficiently conserve natural resources. Subsistence in economic system that people and natural
resources can survive, it will be more possibility by under the same conditions and agreement of

every stakeholders.



