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ABSTRACT

This study is an attempt to analyze memories, both collective and individual, of people
who had been through traumatic experiences during 1971-1973. The period was ridden with state
violence as a result of the policy of communist suppression, intensely practiced in the areas of the
so-called communist insurgency. Lamsin Community, Amphoe Srinagarindra in Phatthalung is
such a case in point.

The main actors implementing the policy are believed to be the Communist
Suppression Operations Command (CSOC). They had incinerated over 200 of “communist
suspects” in petrol barrels. The practices later became to be known as ‘Red Barrel Incident’. For
the reason of fear, rather than of political commitment, a large number of villagers from this
community had joined communist insurgency under the banner of the Communist Party of
Thailand (CPT). The aftermath in 1980 had brought them back to their former ways of life.
However the past experiences, being traumatic and nightmarish, did not just disappear with time.
A principal question then is how do these people construct and interpret their experiences which
became their memories, social as well as individual.

A testimony of such construct is a monument erected in memory of the incident. It is

named ‘Red Barrel Monument’. Its life is through its annual commemoration in every April.



The organizers are mainly former associates of CPT from different Southern provinces. In Lamsin
itself, they formed a quasi organization by the name of ‘Sinpraetong Network’. The Network has
many functions, namely, to administer the Monument, to participate in local affairs in general and
in development projects in particular. It also runs its own projects to empower the community. Its
major rally point derives from the ‘Red Barrel incident’.

This study of the events and memories related to the ‘Red Barrel incident’ has been
conducted by means of participant observation, interviews of the villagers concerned, and the
written records. It has turned out to reveal some of historical controversies, namely, historical
events are manipulatable collectively and individually. There is no one definite version of history,
but historical perspectivism. Furthermore, the study also explains how historical events are
interpreted and manipulated to serve certain aims. The study therefore demonstrates the ways in
which events are transformed into memories. Additionally it points to how memories - often
pertaining to the past and seeming irrelevant - could be perceived and made meaningful in the

present context.



