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ABSTRACT

This dissertation offers a revelation of the important turning points,
disjunctures, and ruptures in the quest to build a civil[ized] society of multiethnic
population in West Kalimantan province, Indonesia. By examining these turning
points, disjunctures and ruptures, the dissertation focuses on two main themes. The
first theme is the attempts by foreign or local rulers—Muslims, the Dutch, post-
colonial regimes, and post-1997 crises regimes—to incorporate the highly diversified
“pagan” population of West Kalimantan’s Dayak into a civilized society. The second
theme is the reactions of the ruled groups—subalternized during the process of society
building in different epoch—to maintain their relative independence from the
incursions of “foreign’ or “non-native’ ruling elements.

This dissertation argues that the category of “Dayaks” has been constructed
loosely first by the Muslim-Malay coastal rulers and second rather coagulated by the
Dutch and finally exploited by the Dayak themselves during the post-colonial
regimes. The full-blown manipulation of the category of “indigenous” group is taking
place after the fall of the suppressive Suharto regime in 1998. The loose construction
of Dayak by the Muslim-Malay coastal princes is finally hardened by the Dutch who
fully launch the indirect rules: racialization between the rulers (Dutch, Chinese,
Eastern Asians/Indian, Arabs) controlled under civic rules and the ruled (Malays,

Dayaks, and other ethnics) adjudicated under each own customary rules. The attempts
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by Sukarno, the first president of post-colonial Indonesia, to undo this deep cleavage
in terms of racialization and ethnicization (further divisions among the ‘indigenous’)
are doomed for the unmanageable size of this ‘monumental task’ vis-a-vis global
struggle of power between the superpowers (the post-World War 1l Cold War).

This failure is aggravated by the brutal action by the succeeding regime under
Maj. Gen. Suharto in 1967 to copy to British’s anti-communist military campaign in
Peninsular Malaysia through eviction of Chinese hinterland communities to coastal
refuges. This method of pitting the provoked Dayak warriors and the Chinese not only
deepens the ethnic segregation but also promises a remedy for the injustice inflicted
by the Dutch over the Dayaks. The ethnicization nurtured by non-native (or nativized)
rulers for centuries is rewritten indelibly with spilled blood and tears. The failure of
the new Suharto regime to deliver justice to the disillusioned Dayaks—after
isolationism by the Dutch and the disallowance of ethnic-based party by Sukarno in
1959—finally bring the second theme of this dissertation into a full-blown explosion.

The subalternized Dayaks (and Malays), however, need justification and
supports from other institutions. At the provincial level they reinvent the ancient
rituals of headhunting to redress the crisis created by assaults against the Dayak blood
relatives by the most aggressive in-migrant group in West Kalimantan (the
Madurese). For the non-violence liberation campaign, the Dayaks are led by the
Church through Church-based schools, rural credit institution, cultural and research
organizations, etc that manipulate or consume in subversive ways any signs of
sluggishness of the suppressive Suharto regime. The term Civil Society becomes in
vogue only after the dismantling of the Berlin Wall in 1989 in the third world full of
dictatorships. Civil Society is twisted by a sleight of hand into exponential growth of
civic organizations to push certain demands to the door of Suharto regime and
ramified into multiple interpretations by different actors.

The term Civil Society has thus turned into a fetish once it disguises the new
power relation between the sponsors of civil society and civic organizations as well as
the weakened governments. The fetishized Civil Society is claiming its
indispensability to the whole decaying process of rotten states when Suharto regime
succumbs to battering economic crises in 1998. As such, the term effectively

functions as a facade of the ‘global drama’ of appropriationism (increasingly
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industrialized agricultural process) at the village level. Riding at the meaning of Civil
Society as decentralization of power of the state, the leaders of Dayaks with access to
both political decision-making and indigenous lineage quickly assimilate themselves

into the new patrons who hold the redistributive power at village level.
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