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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study on “A Hierarchy of Ancient Lanna Communities in Chiang
Mai-Lamphun Area During the 19"-22™ Buddhist Era” is to examine hierarchy and significance
of ancient settlements in Lanna period. Geographical concept of central place theory and
geographic information system was employed to analyze archaeological data and to compare with
Lanna historical archives.The main argument in this study is that, within the cultural context of
ancient cities and settlement units, the boundaries of cities (Wieng) in higher are physically
outstanding and surrounded by lower-order cities.

The hierarchy of settlement unit is a social phenomenon that demonstrates relationship
among social classes as well as administrative and economy relation. Many ethnic communities in
Southeast Asia divided land and people by the political structures that affect economic and
livelihood patterns. In ancient Lanna societies, mountains and intermountain valley had been
natural features that determined settlements and lifestyles since prehistoric time until Lanna
period. Intermountain valleys which were suitable for agriculture had seen settlement unites
which emerged as archaeological sites such as ancient cities (Wieng) with moat and walls, ancient
monument, ancient kilns producing pottery and living settlements. Classification of physical
characteristics and weighting scores of ancient settlements indicated possible hierarchy of Lanna
communities. Physical difference of cities, compared with historical data, were classified into
four hierarchical order.

Results of the study reveals that, as the capital of Lanna, Chiang Mai city has its real

range which was limited within Chiang Mai-Lamphun river basin. Beyond the basin were cities



which were as important as Chiang Mai, these cities served as central place of towns that were
dispersed in different intermountain valleys. Thus, Hierarchy of towns also reveal that, within
each town, were settlement units of two to three order. This indicated possibility of administrative
organization of Lanna town into smaller unites. Comparison with historical data indicated that
this hierarchy agreed with Panna administrative system which also was based agricultural

production.



