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ABSTRACT

This thesis is a study of horse race gambling, as a social phenomenon in the horse race
courses in Chiang Mai Province. It applies the concept of “practice” in order to avoid the
problems found in other studies on this topic that employ conventional approaches, which causes
the comprehension of the horse race gambling phenomenon to be problematic in two ways. That
is, based on conventional approaches, the results of the studies on horse race gambling are usually
attached to the ethical framework, which makes gambling have no location in society and to
theoretical binary opposition concerning individuals and structures, which define each other.

The concept of operations to study the existence of horse race gambling reveals that
horse race gambling can exist amidst the resistance to gambling behavior in Thai society because
of scrambling for its advantage among gamblers calling themselves ‘horse fans'. Their operations
reveal the existence of horse race gambling in Thai society and the reproduction process of the
horse race gambling behavior under learning the worldviews and rules in horse race gambling
operations. Apart from the reproduction of the mechanism and framework of the power structure
that determine the behavior of horse race gambling, the operations show the new production of
horse race gambling under the objectivity of the individuality among horse race gambling
participants, who interpret and take advantage of horse race gambling in the way from which they
can get the most advantage.

According to the operations of horse race gambling, it can be said that horse race

gambling is not static, but it is alive amidst the change in historical timeline, contexts of power,



and people who take advantage of, interpret, and define its existence. Because horse race
gambling varies to the temporal context and to people that take advantage of it, it can be
compared to a stage of negotiation that allows people having different capitals to make

negotiations and exchange their resources.



