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ABSTRACT

The purposes of “Agrotourism in Bang Bai Mai Sub-district, Mueang Surat
Thani  District” study are as follows : firstly , to study the development of agrotourism and
factor, that built agrotourism; secondly, to study the pattern of agrotourism. administration;
thirdly, to study the participation of local people in sustainable agrotourism development;
and finally, to assess the potential problems and obstacles in agrotourism development. The
methods of this research are analysing data from documents, surveying, interviewing people
from government, public who participate in agrotourism in this study, and also collecting
a questionnaire from local people and tourists.

The results of this study reveals that the development of Bang Bai Mai Sub-
district has started since the tourism promoting. At first, communication by water is only
one way in agricultural community. After that, the infrastructure development, such as bridges
and roads have been built , the Tourism Authority of Thailand south started to promote Bang
Bai Mai Sub-district like floating market that make Bang Bai Mai Sub-district known for the
visitors.

In 2541, the club tourism Khong Roi Sai had started up by local community.
This club supports the local people to participate in the administration of tourism.

In 2550, government has supported each village to start up an ecotourism club

Bang Bai Mai that leads local people to built their tourism resources, including the way of



life, agriculture, the conservation in lifestyle and culture, so that the tourism in this area will
be more diverse and widespread.

The supporting factor of agrotourism in Bang Bai Mai Sub-district is a variety of
agricultural areas, such as the producers of the nation's largest source of coconut product in the
country, mixed level orchard mangrove palm, fishery, and the processing of agricultural products
in various forms to increase the value of goods and benefits in the ordinary tourism activities.
In addition, Bang Bai Mai sub-district has a number of canals which reflects lifestyle consistent
with the river and local knowledge getting along with easy access to space. It is comfortable for
visitors who have less time to travel and visit.

The pattern of agrotourism activities are water activities, including homestay,
agricultural and cultural lifestyle show. There are two patterns of agrotourism; firstly,
public agrotourism is working together within a group local people in a village; Secondly,
private agrotourism is working by individual or any one in particular. Management model of
agricultural tourism in Bang Bai Mai Sub-district consists of government, private, and local
communities with cooperation in tourism management to conform with plan strategy(Khong
Roi Sai).

The participation of local community in sustainable agrotourism development are
participate in different ways. Mostly, they participate and work together in the way that
suits for their skills without conditions, such as locations and funds.

Potential of agrotourism development in Bang Bai Mai Sub-district, using the
technique of potential evaluation methods aimed to evaluate the potential communities
for agrotourism development. The result of the study revealed that Bang Bai Mai Sub-
district is at high potential level to develop the agrotourism.

The overall results of this study not only provides more knowledge and better
understanding about the development of agrotourism , but also can be used as a basic

information for development planning agrotourism in Bang Bai Mai Sub-district.



