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ABSTRACT

This study attempts to understand gender relations in resource management in a
changing community ecosystem by selecting Phonsynuea Village, Phonhong District, Vientiane
Province Lao P.D.R. as the case study. The objectives of the study are: (1) to record and review
local knowledge in resource management from different aspects, especially in the context of
gender relations and changing environment; (2) to study gender relations and division of labor in
resource management at both household and community levels; and (3) to study gender difference
in knowledge on biodiversity between women and men in the village studied.

The method of study is qualitative by reviewing research works and other related
papers and field work to obtain primary data and information for the study. The field work
(between April to July, 2008) consisted of staying in the village for 4 months in order to observe
day to day activities of the villagers and in-depth interviews of 20 households as well as six more
villagers of three generations, two from each generation. Cultural Feminism and Ecofeminism
approaches are used in the analysis of the study.

The results of the study show that villagers in Baan Phonsynuea still depend on natural
resources for their living. Most are small farmers growing rice of household consumption. On
resource management, the analysis of the study reveals that in this village, there is clear division
of labor between gender in resource management both at household and community levels. Even
though women inherit land and houses from their parents and therefore are owners of these
resources but decision makings regarding the management of these inherited and other household

resources still lie mainly with men. With the introduction of the government new economic



policy, the village has seen changes in technology used in crop production. This has resulted in
more dependence on men in decision making with regards to resource management at household
level. Regarding to division of labor, women are aligned to be responsible for household chores
and other related activities, especially in taking care of household members, young and old. Men
are aligned for activities which require physical strength and mainly outdoor. At community
level, clear division of labor in resource management between genders in this village was also
observed. Men were found to be responsible for physical resource management, such as in the
maintenance of the village’s infrastructure. They were also found to take leading role with regard
to cultural resource management, such as religious rites.

On the study of gender and biodiversity, it was found that women are more
knowledgeable with plants that can be used for food preparations and are nearer to their home.
While men are more knowledgeable with forests and forest products that can be used as
traditional medication

However, the knowledge on biodiversity of these villagers either of men or women was
found to be suppressed or regarded as being local only. It has been seen as baseless with no
modern knowledge reasoning and therefore not scientific enough. Economic planning which is
normally characterized as being top down in nature at all levels, whether international, national,
local or household, has not allowed space to accommodate local knowledge, especially that of

women on ecological system.



