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ABSTRACT

Studies on border town development with cross-border activities have
emerged in the field of social science and economic development studies in many
parts of the globe. This thesis focuses on one of the border towns of Myanmar which
is rapidly turning into a modern border town within just a span of a decade. The town
is Laiza, locating in the south eastern part of Kachin State bordering with China. It is
currently under the administrative control of the Kachin Independence Organization
(K.1.0) which is the largest ethnic armed group in Kachin State and a section of Shan
State. The group signed a cease-fire agreement with the military government in 1994.

This study outlines and analyzes the situation of everyday lives of people in
Laiza after signing the cease-fire agreement as an example of Kachin borderlanders in
an asymmetrically interdependent borderland community. It includes a historical
background of Laiza along with their revolutionary struggle and livelihood strategies
during warring period. | also explore how the village, which was once isolated from
the rest of the country, has now turned into a border town in its conditions. Lastly, |
assess the situation of Laiza after the signing of the cease-fire agreement.

Asymmetrically interdependent borderland and adaptive livelihood strategies
are the concepts to understand Laiza borderland as it is in between the provenance of
the military government and the influence of the world’s most populated and

economically fast-growing China. Additionally, the K.I.LO/K.lLA is practicing
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international relations with each neighbor country. This poses an uneven border
development and uneven power relations between the state governments, the local
authorities and local people from both sides of the border. Such economic border
within uneven political power relation significantly impacts the borderlanders’
livelihood which later on they have to find their adaptive strategies

The research shows that the growth of the cross-border activities have
significantly impacted on the local lives, particularly earlier settlers, in a negative way
compared to the outsiders or newcomers to this border town, though there are some
positive impacts. After signing cease-fire agreement between K.I.O and military
government, both K.1.O and government launched development plan along the border.
K.I.O started its “Regional Development” plan within the state. The market
concessions and granting contract systems with new rules and regulations aimed to
improve cross-border trade activities have resulted local borderlanders’ livelihood
strategies changed. Laiza have adopted new livelihoods practices with their
capabilities such as running households rent and guest houses, running small shops,
working in the casinos, raising pigs. Yet, this study has found that they are not
directly involved in cross-border trade activities whereas Chinese people and other
outsiders enjoy the flourishing trade economy — even under spatial regulations and an
unstable political situation. Traditional livelihood strategy of borderlanders has been
changed from their traditional practice of shifting cultivation and a form of farming is
also changed due to the border town expansion from their development plans.

The study also highlights Kachin women role in their earlier warring period
and after signing cease-fire agreement, which found that women’s role are crucial in
the households as well as in the community. Significantly, women-headed households
and the given situation favors women to take their role for the households even
though women-headed households are traditionally not accepted in the community.

Lastly, the research contends that significant negative changes such as drug
related problems, human trafficking, and other HIV/AIDS disease problems have
emerged to this border town and conversely become the social suffering which the

Kachin borderlanders are encountering nowadays.
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