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ABSTRACT

This study “The Complexities of Power Relations in Family Violence: Case of
Sexual and Physical Assault in Thai Law”, has the objective to examine the complexities of
power relations in family violence, focusing on the case of sexual and physical assault of women
in Thai law. Using the feminist theory approach to analyze the complexities of power relations in
family violence in sexual and physical assault of women in Thai law, this study also proposes
suggestions regarding law development and amendments. The study was conducted by means of
documentary research, interview and case studies. Data were analyzed using narrative discussion.

The study found that the provisions regarding family relations in Thai ancient law,
namely the Lan-na Law, Meng-Rai Law and the Three Seals Law, the first Thai enacted law,
reflected the view on women’s inferior status both before and during the marriage, as well as after
the end of marriage relationship. Meanwhile, the modern law and law enforcement were found to
inherit the notions of the ancient law on the control of women’s sexuality by their husbands and
parents, and also the control over the women’s bodies selves. The laws also reflected the view on
women’s dignity as connected to virginity, and tended to focus more on the physical effects of
sexual and physical assaults rather than psychological or other effects and traumas that only
women have to endure. The study on law enforcement found limitations both within the contents

of the law itself, which was formulated using the male-dominated/ patriarchal world-view, and



thus deemed ‘Male Law’ or ‘Patriarchal Law’, and the organizational culture that considerably
affected the beliefs, practices and tradition of people within the organization.

The suggestions of this study on the development of law amendments and
enforcement as to better prevent domestic violence problems and protect the victims of violence
are the followings : 1) Importance should be given to the development of laws that correspond to
the status of problems of violence, women’s needs, as well as the development of gender
sensitivity in justice and gender —sensitive approach to protect women and girl child in the
criminal justice system; 2) The government should develop the multidisciplinary system and
mechanisms for the protection and prevention of domestic violence that give special consideration
for the protection of women and girls and women’s empowerment and 3) The government must
recognize and protect the sexual rights, reproductive rights, child’s rights, economic, social and
cultural rights and political rights of people on the basis that violence against women in all forms

hinders the full accomplishment of equality, development and peace.



