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ABSTRACT

Throughout much of the twentieth century, movie theaters in the traditional 

stand-alone form comprised a social space which many people in Thailand considered 

to be a part of the urban commons, much like markets or the streets themselves. In the 

numerous communities in which they arose, they often came to comprise the social 

and economic centers, where people could meet freely and easily to exchange 

information, goods and services under the auspices of entertainment. In short, they 

were part and parcel of the notion of “modern” during much of last century, so much 

so that even the government undertook their construction at various points. But 

towards the end of the twentieth century stand-alone movie theaters had largely fallen 

into disrepair, if not disrepute, as new trends in development saw them slip into 

obsolescence. As the Thai economy brought more people into the ranks of the middle-

class, people’s consumption behavior began to change, while new technology took the 

place of the stand-alone movie theater. The traditional urban commons began to 

shrink, while new common spaces began to take shape nationwide.

This thesis aims to examine the implications of the decline of the stand-alone 

movie theater across Thai society, with specific focus on how social resource 

consolidation in the city of Chiang Mai has affected spatial relations within the city. 

While many chalk this phenomenon up to mere changes in technology and in 
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consumer behavior, this study delves deeper into the causes and attempts to 

reconstruct how larger state-initiated development schemes combined with vertically 

integrated economic practices within the movie exhibition industry have further 

contributed to loss of stand-alone movie theaters and the urban commons as a whole.  
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