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ABSTRACT

This thesis is a study of the impact and consequences of the Vientiane urban
environment development project in Lao PDR, particularly the Nongchan
development project. There are three objectives: (i) to understand international and
local connection in urban development discourse; (ii) to evaluate the success of urban
relocation schemes; and (iii) to understand the networking of relocated people in
bargaining in the development process.

This study is based on field research which was carried out in Chansavang
village, Vientiane Capital City. The analysis focused on three main concepts which
applied simultaneously as a conceptual framework. There are as follows:
(1) Development; (ii) Urban Space and Urban Development; (iii) Sustainable
Livelihood Strategy.

The first section examines the implementation of the policy of Vientiane
urban environment development. The study found that this policy is successful as far
as relocation is concerned. However, this policy created unintended consequences;
particularly, changes in their livelihood strategies. In addition, it also created
problems in traditional social and local people’ networking. The second section
focuses on Chansavang villagers’ adaptation and response to the policy of urban
environment development. The study found that diversity of households’ income is
considered as an alternative of livelihood strategies of local people rather than work
only one job as trader or labour workers. In addition, under the circumstances of limit

of land, cultivation of crops, raising of chicken and fishes as for the added incomes



vi

and consumption of family can not be undertaken. Some of the villagers sold their
land, particular the poor families; and more back to rent the house in the city to do
their businesses.

This study examines the unintended impacts of the Nong Chan development
project and unintended consequences of the development. Although the local
government at various levels was given the information to implement the process of
project construction, the content of implementation should vary in accordance with
the location and historical background of the area concerned. Particularly, the process
of surveying, designing and estimating benefits should be more carefully done. The
information should come from many sectors, especially the grassroots level, about the
stakeholders and the potential consequences of the development project.

It is recommended that further urban relocations should pay attention to
compensation, land rights, housing construction, village funds and other community

facilities, (e.g., water supply and market).
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