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ABSTRACT 

 

 

This study attempted to study the changes of social position in the liminal context of 

displaced Shan female petty traders in urban Chiang Mai. These Shan female vendors are  

struggling  to get out from the condition of living in-between  physical and symbolic spaces. It 

stipulates whether or not being trader and other strategies as  pathway enabling them to disengage 

from the liminal state, and under what critical factors. This study employs ‘liminality’        

(Chavez, 1991) to conceptualize the state that the Shan female petty traders are segregated in  the 

Thai society, where they are differentiated as ‘other’, insecure, and unable to change their status. 

The concept of ‘social capitals and cultural capitals’ is also used to understand negotiating 

practices in the liminal condition where the Shan female vendors are facing.  

This research uncovered that living in the liminal context of the displaced Shan female 

vendors is not fixed with space or geography. Rather, this living condition has  strong association 

with the mobility of displaced migrant workers. It indicates changing social position of Shan 
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women doesn’t stick to a single absolutely and static pattern. We found that there are cross 

symbolic and ideological systems with which each individual is associated differently. 

Moreover, one of the findings of this research came across that the liminality of the 

displaced Shan female petty traders occurring under varied power relations in different spaces 

such as working place, living place, and in household. The displaced people have no access to 

production factors and turn into cheap laborers under the pressure from the two  states ( Myanmar 

and Thailand), client-patron relation, and capitalist system; they are highly taken advantaged and 

exploited in form of low wages.  

In term of citizenship, the Shan female vendors are highly insecure displaced migrant 

workers. However, some did not give up but try to change their social position by turning to a 

seller in order to gain life assurance. They accumulate economic capitals as well as transforming 

them into cultural capitals by bringing cooking knowledge into commerce. Some utilize social 

capitals in form of an overlapped social network to make benefit in trading career, including 

adjusting gender relations  which could be determined as negotiating practices with the masculine 

power in family and society. Moreover, the study illuminates how the Shan female vendors 

change social positions under different types of social forms i.e., living under different social 

status.  

 

 

 


