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ABSTRACT

This thesis studies the Lesbian Identity construction formation among female workers
in industrial Estate Lamphun Province. The objective of study is the image projection of “Tomboy”
groups, the process and development of their identity formation within the complex context of
Industrial Estate. The rising context of urban life-style has changed their way of life and has
become a crucial social space for Tom’s identity formation. The study also process on daily life
experience of Toms, their different types of self-identification, the ways they open up their social
space, bargaining process in gender aspect their strategies of self-defense.

This study perceives Tom an active agency and the units of analysis are the in-group
language, daily-life activities in the factories, partners life-style, interaction with outside society,
and their in-group categorization. The study find out that each sub-group category has is own
specific Tom’s identity. However the dominant Tom culture, though challenging the outside society
on the one hand, has accepted the dominant value of heterogeneous sexual relation on the other
hand, and develop the “man” or “macho” identity to the extreme. Moreover, there in also a
marginalized Tom identity whoe gender characteristic in move fluid and ambiguous than that of the
dominant Tom. The study of interactions between different gender values within there Tom groups
will enhance our understanding of the problems they face within the process of alternative gender
identity formation and also contribute to our understanding of their stance in gender cultural

pacthesis.



